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Tablel. Economic sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasharan

b pasli a8 Lassl gla axls 5
e Pl st swot
Sub-criteria code Economic sub-criteria
13157 aileie 5
SEcl ol 2l il 4 o2
Close to Aras Free Zone S
SEC2 “il“*:“" 2558 4l Ofy. )J‘V-"f .
On the border with the three neighbouring countries
WEcl ke ¢ Kis 8 iso 5 L;)\J.fo\ibﬂcﬁg.?yra}"}ﬁqot:&\rx
Uncertainty the private sector to invest in tourism sector W
138 4 Lo e b oy xal
WEG? Sl gl Jo 015 2

Lack of financial resources for investment
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Sub-criteria code Economic sub-criteria
OFcL ARG S i 53 ISl s (s o gt i 5K
Motivating the private sector to invest in tourism sector 0
OEc2 i 551 e 3 (G ISl j g ailate 03 g datens
The susceptibility of the region to invest in the field of ecotourism
Failure to return ecotourism profit to local people T
TEe ol 33T it gxis axe 5 s Lo la e DA e
Overflow of capitals towards the development of industrial free zone
.hwjj ol .L;L' u-”'l*:’ji) 17 cd).l:- L)J"\ L;”AJB -L;GLQ:;'\ ‘_gLau.m-LJ:ﬁ) 2 J}.l;- BE)
C,.w\ QMAJ“)‘J:M )).C,.w\ QJ.A;AJ‘\)\ d\)u)\%ﬁjbﬂj‘}:;\ wj—‘"
Ol ailate )3 oy 5 5 dnn 5 S = slarl gla s li 5 =2 Jsi
Table 2. Socio-cultural sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran
el JS Sin b = olamrl gl axlis 5 SWOT
Sub-criteria code Socio-cultural sub-criteria
sscl Slaxw s sbaasl 5 53 S Hlhe 4 Ol JJLA:
The willingness of villagers to participate in the development programs
SSe2 ailee 3 oyl sloy glaby 5 T 5y
There are monuments and beautiful historic buildings in the area
SSC3 Jﬁ}&wdhwi}r}.ﬂ)}ub]
Traditional Customs
M -t - L.\.J
sSca e g agls 275 s
Unique Handicrafts of the region
SSc5 sldblis ailae 5 ool Ko Lyl b adlate glalis 0350 ol
villagers familiar with the forest and protected area
Awareness of local people about wildlife area
sse7 a3 Q\Jf\,isjf Sl ol Cal 055 clia
Proper social security for tourism in the region
Lack of knowledge about the tourism industry
WSc2 _ _U%J “ Q;?-Lé-‘ 4 o\:a\lw;)_ Jeles N
The willingness of villagers to migrate to cities w
WSc3 e SN bl e g2 Sbal g

Failure to local customs of indigenous people
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Sub-criteria code Socio-cultural sub-criteria
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0OSc3 7 o ] 0]
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Table 3. Natural resources sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran
Sub-criteria code Natural resource sub-criteria
el bli> adles VL sy 540 5 SO b
SNal o ) 6 .;5‘?'”‘11&}"")_}".
virginity and biodiversity of protected area
SNa2 - adlaie 3 sdaze L;ud\f.;;; s:,a-j
Exist of numerous springs in the area
SNa3 S5 Gl sbls tads ol Lok S 552
a . . . . s
Exist of valuable species with genetically capabilities
. EL\M L> . F .
SNad oo e Soslr 85 5l
The presence of black-cock S
W ool s K 5 05all Ol
SNa5 S el
The potential development of forests at high altitudes
SNa6 adlaie 31 sl 25, s
Avras river crossing from area
SNa7 dlo ¢ gt 53 ¢ ydao (slpn ]
Water and air conditioning in warm seasons
SNa8 S slalivs, 3l ol

The presence of country village
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Sub-criteria code Natural resource sub-criteria
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Turning of seedling crop to coppice forests W
Ladlls comliols adss 3 T 8540
WNa2 e At S
Water pollution caused by inappropriate waste discharge
ONal Jﬁéuaﬁl{a}}qﬁmﬂj&uuuﬁ
Forest development programs, especially with native species
ONa2 L;}\)QM)\;L;)?L;LAL}K;?J.;UJ»):JQW)S
Developing of forest between the Caspian and Arasbaran 0
ONa3 o S5k @ Obbl s blis aikie W1 - b (sl
Project to improve Arasbaran National Park protected area
ONad o3 ol 5 dle 5 S50 Jod Gl slaeSs el
Roe deer and red deer and black-cock resuscitation projects
- sladl i LnSis
TNal slslad Jﬁ’ﬁaivsfu‘
Drought and water shortage in recent years
TNa2 bl w150 3 pls 5 sz
Excessive grazing of livestock in pastures Arasbaran
TNa3 L;j)}usd,eu‘éf‘ﬁJV;\yl)ldﬁjtsﬂy
land use changes such as forests, pastures, agricultural land T
TNad e O3lre o5 s O3lre 31 (6515 o g
Exist of mining, particularly copper mines
B ot o Wy
TNa5 I S5 5 s
Coal production and contraband
TNa6 Ohll a3 Slame b Ol IS0 S Sl 531
The rise of poachers in Arasbaran
raarie b g sdddul Lasl s s (sl iy Sl slajasle sy & sl o
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Table 4. Infrastructure sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran
ol sy S Laesle oy gla ol
R ST SRR SWOT
Sub-criteria code Infrastructure sub-criteria
Sint w3 G ool Al b3 SU 5l gl 5 0
Having the infrastructure facilities like water, electricity and ... s
SIn2 ol glaoly a5 adlind bl glaoly a4 oo j2e
Access to paved road and main roads networks
Ll g axdlas ¢ ol la
Winl LB Osks Sles slaz b W

Without studying and evaluating development projects
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Continued table 4.

Sub-criteria code Infrastructure sub-criteria
Win2 Sk 53 s K3 S sl eV gl sy pde W
Lack of necessary infrastructure for tourism in nature
olni 35 Sl 6l adlain 4 o s Slaeslr ann
The development of access roads to the region to promote penetration
ol 5ol 53!
Oln2 s e g 0
Increasing the level of public health
oIn3 o) SObsS s aidaie 5l Lisy LS
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Table 5. Law and management sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran

b ezl 5 a8 o e 5 ol sd gla Ll g SWOT
Sub-criteria code Laws and management sub-criteria
sLml ol Sl Cblis we; 5 cgs mle slaasl
Government support programs in the field of wildlife protection s
SLm2 Ol ! &L’*L,Kl? Sl abli= glaal
Arasbaran forest protection plans
WwLml b (5,505 ol Jste 035 sl
The lack of responsible organization for ecotourism
WLM2 DS Sl 5 s s b (o K5 8 laailer b re g cnlial 5 oS Sl
Poor and little publicity at home and abroad to introduce tourist attractions
WLITS ailaie Colos 40 o Ll G5 5 Sldamme slaolRuly 3508
Shortage of rangers stations and manpower to the area
WLma wm;\;,l;u}gﬁgmgs)m;ﬁﬁ*«@b;,g
Lack of local participation management for conservation of area
WLMS Y SLOE I e Slo,las 5 W
Existence of conflict between government sections
WLM6 r:f&)yiw));&méuuﬁ:ﬁjfx
The absence of a coherent program of training people
WLm7 f)"}! el fanass de
Failure to allocate the necessary funds
WLMS Sl 5 bl po Bl pde

Lack of transparency in laws

WLmM9 S r Gbbe s by pens
Accumulation of waste material in densely populated areas
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Continued table 5.
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Sub-criteria code Laws and management sub-criteria
e bl gl e idases il S

Strengthening of environmental laws to better protection
a5l u_(\,a)_e Sy Obosles Glanw 55 slaasl

OLm2
Development programs of Iran Cultural Heritage for the region
oLm3 aalaia Slagls adilele gl (655000 0
Planning to organize regional livestock
|- Laole 3l a3 CJ>
it i e e
Fascinating of international organizations
Sk o pe s 688
OLm5 :
The use of sustainable management
TLml L;kaAaJ}Jm)JM)}:)S\W‘}:@LzMUﬁ&iJF
The lack of a comprehensive plan to develop ecotourism in this area
T|_m2 ngi.iJﬁéLAaj}ﬁ)Jémrde)u.ArJ& T
Lack of community participation in tourism projects
TLm3 sratie Ll (64,0 5508
Shortages in skilled manpower
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Table 6. Paired comparisons matrix

[NV

Xn XZ Xl
Target

X1
X2

Xn

Lhd.a}L;: C»:.>=>-)‘ ﬁzLZA _7 Jﬁ.l}-
Table 7. Preferred value indicators

;éju CA:.A.A\ a5
Definition The degree of importance
LS Cenl 1

The same importance
o e 3
Relatively little
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Definition The degree of importance
S s 5
Most preferred
L3 sl e S 7
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Figure 2. Weight of economic sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran
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Figure3. Weight of socio-cultural sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran
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Figure 4. Weight of natural resource sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran
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Figure 5. Weight of infrastructure sub-criteria for ecotourism development in Arasbaran
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Abstract

Today, tourism plays an important role in the global economy. Among the different types of tourism,
community-based ecotourism development is an appropriate strategy for preserving natural resources
and cultural values. This development is possible through empowerment of local communities and
causes the cultural, the social and the environmental stability. In the present study, group decision
making approach was used in order to rank the strategic criteria affecting the development of
community-based ecotourism in Arasbaran. According to the judgments of experts, strategic criteria
affecting the development of community-based ecotourism determined and they were weighted using
pairwise comparison analysis. The results showed that most of the identified strategic criteria were
related to the weaknesses of laws and management, the strengths of natural resources, social strengths
and threats of natural resources respectively with 9, 8, 7 and 6 criteria. The number and weight of
strategic criteria related to the social strengths and opportunities revealed in Arasbaran region there are
much good potential in the field of community-based ecotourism development.

Keywords: Arasharan, community-based, ecotourism, pairwise comparison analysis.
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