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Extended Abstract

The most important theory of Western
sociologists, based on which Iranian
researchers are trying to explain the factors
of underdevelopment and backwardness of
Iranian society, is the theory of the Asian
mode of production, which was proposed as
a rival theory to the feudal mode of
production of the Soviet Iranologists for the
sociological explanation of Iran's history.
The theory of the feudal mode of production
periodized the history of Iran based on the
model of the unilinear development of
societies. However, the model of Asian
production analyzes and explains the
factors of the historical underdevelopment
of Iran in geographical and climatic factors
by rejecting the unilinear model of the
Soviet Iranologists. Katouzian is one of the
most capable theoreticians in the field of the
history of economic studies of Iran, who has
presented controversial and thought-
provoking theories about Iranian society.
His theories about the history and society of
Iran have many proponents in Iran. His
most important theory is the "theory of
Iranian tyranny", which he has explained in
a series of articles and books. With this
approach, some Iranian researchers wrote
many economic books and articles about
Iranian society. Therefore, so far, many
articles have been written by Iranian
researchers, especially from the post-
constitutional era, in the field of Iran's
progress and development and providing
solutions to overcome the current
backwardness. Despite their efforts, their
writings have shortcomings in terms of
form and content and need more detailed
investigations. In March 2015, a conference
entitled "Historical Sociology of Iran:
Review and Criticism of the Works of
Mohammad Ali Homa Katouzian" was
organized about the works and writings of
Katouzian by the Department of Sociology
of Tarbiat Modares University in Tehran.
Nineteen articles from experts about
politics, economy, society and culture from
the perspective of Katouzian were
presented at the conference. Another article

titled "Criticism and Evaluation of Dr.
Katouzian's ~ Approaches to  Iran's
Constitutional Revolution” 2016, published
by Alireza Molaei Tavani, evaluated the
views of Homa Katouzian about the
constitutional revolution. The current
research, titled "Obstacles to Iran's
Historical Underdevelopment from the
Perspective of Homa Katouzian" has been
investigated and historically explained. The
present study, with a historical approach,
after examining the content of Homa
Katouzian's historical writings, examines
the degree of conformity of this theory with
the historical reality of Iran. The research
method in the article was the descriptive
method and content-historical analysis in a
documentary manner; after collecting the
historical data, historical explanation and
analysis were done. One of the important
theories of Katouzian about the Iranian
society is the theory of "scarce and scattered
society (dry and isolated society)" which
contains the approaches and views of
Katouzian about the Iranian society.
Katouzian has used the mentioned theory as
an analytical and sociological model for the
socio-economic relations of Iran's structure.
In this topic, Katouzian has also explained
the theory of autocratic government. He
spoke of oil tyranny instead of a water-
scarce society during the Pahlavi period.
The concept of Kolangi society (short-term
society) is one of Katouzian's innovations
about Iranian society. He believes that in
such as society, there is no desire for long-
term investment, which is due to the lack of
physical and financial security and the lack
of laws in Iranian society. The theories that
Katouzian has presented about Iranian
tyranny are generalizable to all historical
periods of Iran and in many centuries, its
components and facts are almost clear.
However, the theory of Katouzian oil
tyranny includes the Pahlavi state.
Katouzian mentions the economic element
of oil as the pillar of Iran's economy in the
Pahlavi period, which was able to establish
its governmental system and bureaucracy
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on the basis of oil with the revenues it
earned through the sale of oil. By relying on
his economic power through the sale of oil
and the establishment of a bureaucratic
system under his control, Shah (king) was
able to crystallize the basis of authoritarian
rule in one person (called the Shah). Shah
was considered the decision-maker and
executor of the distribution of oil revenues
in the country, and with this, he made the
Iranian society dependent on him. The
findings of the research show that despite
the shortcomings in the content of the
historical writings of Mohammad Ali Homa
Katouzian and approaches to the causes and
factors of the historical underdevelopment
of Iran, the writings are important and
worthy of reflection. In the historical
writings, geographical factors, internal
tyranny and foreign colonialism in the
social formation of Iranian society are the
most important factors of historical
underdevelopment. The dominant aspect of
Katouzian's explanations was based on
these theories.

Katouzian is placed in the concept of Marx's
Asian mode of production, and he has used
a hybrid method (Marx's Asian mode of
production and Wittfogel's blue society) in
the sociological explanation and historical

transformations of Iran. The theories of
Iranian  tyranny, water-scarcity and
scattered society, and oil tyranny are among
the most important theories of Katouzian in
explaining Iranian society. The common
thread of Katouzian's interpretations is the
rejection of the unilinear model of the
Soviet  lIranologists  regarding  the
underdevelopment of Iran's history. The
rejection of this model means ignoring
concepts such as the slavery system and
feudal society in the history of Iran. It goes
without saying that a researcher like
Katouzian, with his hybrid approach, is also
influenced by Carl Wittfogel's theory of
hydraulic society, in addition to paying
attention to Marx's theory of the Asian
production method.
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