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Table 1. The results of Mann Whitney test
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Table 2. The results of Kruskal Wallis test
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Figure 3. The relationship between the level of income and the number of visits to the area
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Table 3. The results of goodness of fit test
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Table 4- The results of Independence test
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Table 5. The results of Bartlett's test and Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling index
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Table 5. The results of exploratory factor analysis tourists' viewpoints and demand for nature-based
tourism development
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Continued table 6.
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Abstract

Background and objectives: Sustainable nature tourism development in each area requires a
comprehensive knowledge and understanding of economic, social, and cultural issues and factors.
Today, on a global scale, it has been accepted that nature tourism should be related to ecology,
conservation from the environment, and long-term appropriate use of nature with minimal change in the
balance of the environment, it should be natural and harmful. When travel becomes one of the indicators
of tourists' satisfaction, the fulfillment of tourists' goals and desire for travel will increase the number of
tourists who visit these areas frequently. To induce a sense of closeness to the charms of nature and
native communities, and primarily this causes them to be attracted to these areas. In this regard, the
Khamir and Qeshm mangrove forests are one of the natural and valuable ecosystems that have attracted
the attention of planners and visitors as the main destinations for nature tourism development. Nature
tourism in these habitats has been expanded as leisure activities of tourists in nature and based on
purposeful trips with cultural and spiritual visits and impressions of natural attractions and enjoyment
of various phenomena in the area. Due to the increasing population growth and the high demand of
visitors to the development of nature tourism activities in virgin and coastal ecosystems, as well as the
lack of proper planning for the development of sustainable nature tourism in the Khamir and Qeshm
mangrove forests habitats led to this research. To further protect these habitats, the factors affecting the
development of sustainable nature tourism should be identified and investigated from the view of tourists
who travel to this area for various purposes.

Methodology: The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the required information was
collected through documentation, survey, and completing the questionnaire. The statistical population
of the research are tourists and nature walkers who travel to the Khamir and Qeshm mangrove forests
to spend their free time and visit the area. The sample size of tourists was calculated using Cochran's
formula and with a confidence factor of 90% for questioning. In this regard, 100 questionnaires were
randomly distributed among tourists. The results were analyzed according to the questionnaires
measured by the Likert scale method, using descriptive and inferential statistical tests in SPSS software.
First, the normality of the data was checked using the Kolmograph-Smirnov test, and considering that
the data were non-normal, thus, using non-parametric tests (Mann-Whitney, Kruskal-Wallis, goodness
of fit, and Independence), and the inferential factor analysis.

Findings: The results showed that there is no correlation and significant relationship between gender,
age, and education with the number of visits to tourist attractions in the area. While a direct and
significant relationship was observed between the income level of tourists and the number of times they
visited. Also, visitors' knowledge of the destination can be effective in visiting in nature tourism. The
results of the independence test also indicate that one of the reasons for not visiting or the low number
of visits to mangrove forests Khamir and Qeshm is the insufficient knowledge and low level of
awareness among tourists of the natural attractions of this area. Therefore, there is a direct and significant
relationship between these two factors, and lack of recognition of the natural capabilities of the region
is also effective in the visit of tourists. In addition, the analysis of the goals and desire of tourists to visit
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the Khmir and Qeshm mangrove forests showed that the highest factor load obtained is related to the
aesthetic aspects and diverse perspectives in the area. In general, the main goal of tourists visiting these
habitats is to take advantage of the natural attractions and pristine and beautiful landscapes of the area.

Conclusion: In the development of nature tourism, one of the most important factors is the demand of
tourists and nature walkers to travel and their goals of visiting the destination. Awareness of this issue
can lead to proper planning to protect natural resources and also obtain the satisfaction of tourists from
traveling to these natural destinations. According to the results obtained, according to the tourist's
viewpoint, the main factor in the development of nature tourism in the Khamir and Qeshm mangrove
forests is the natural attractions and landscapes in this area, whose nature tourism capabilities have led
to an increase in the demand and desire of tourists to visit this area. Therefore, considering that the
investigated area is one of the areas under environmental protection with high species richness and
valuable biological reserves, the development of nature tourism should be carried out within the
framework of the principles of sustainability and under the power and capacity of the area, as well as
the environmental requirements in it to be observed. In this regard, with proper planning and a
comprehensive tourism plan, it is possible to develop sustainable nature tourism and increase the
economic income of the area.

Keywords: Sustainable nature-based tourism development, Khamir-Qeshm mangrove forests, Tourism
communities.
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