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Today, the approach to the quality of urban life, following the concepts of welfare and social
justice and highlighting the social aspects of development, has acquired more importance in
the field of urban planning. In the present research, while using documentary-library and
survey methods, the quality of urban life has been assessed by emphasizing the components of
place attachment in the four zones of the historical context of Urmia city. The statistical
population and sample size of the study consist of two groups of experts, thinkers and managers
in the field of urban sciences (N = 60) and residents in the historical context under study (N =
379 using Cochran’s method and emphasizing the latest population statistics). In quantitative
analysis, Kolmogorov-Smirnov, Spearman correlation, Shannon entropy and Cocoso methods
were used. Findings indicate that there is a positive and significant relationship between spatial
attachment variables and quality of urban life. In addition, the existence of open and public
spaces was identified as the component of highest importance, whereas cheerfulness and
empathy were considered the components of lowest importance. According to the cocoso
method in ranking the option, zones 3, 4, 1 and 2 are located in the most appropriate and
favorable conditions in terms of quality of urban life, respectively.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, cities are considered the center of social,
economic, and spatial development, and they are
the most suitable places for economic, social and
environmental issues and problems. Nowadays,
the approach of the quality of urban life has
acquired additional importance in the field of
urban planning, following the concept of welfare
and social justice and highlighting the social
aspects of development. Place attachment is a link
that a person has with a place and can affect the
satisfaction of visitors to a place. Quality of life is
a term used to express the development of welfare
in a society. In simpler words, welfare facilities
reflect people's living conditions and quality of
life. The historical and ancient textures of the
cities as a document of the identity of a city, due
to their unique and specific location and precious
heritage and rich cultural values, compared to
other textures, are of great importance in urban
planning. The study area for this research
comprises the historical districts located in the
central Region 4 of Urmia city. The present
research tries to answer the following questions by
examining the impact of the components of
attachment to the place on the quality of life of
citizens.

- How is the quality of life for residents of Urmia's
historical districts?

- Which of the components of attachment to a place
has had a greater impact on the quality of life of
residents?

- How and through what strategies and policies can
the quality of life of residents be improved?

In this regard, the main goal of the current research
is to evaluate and measure the impact of the
components of place attachment on the quality of
life of residents of Urmia's historical districts.

Methodology

In the present study, while using document-library
and survey methods, the level of quality of urban
life has been measured with an emphasis on the
components of place attachment in the four zones
of the historical fabric of Urmia city. The
statistical population and sample size of the
research consists of two groups of experts,
thinkers and managers in the field of urban
sciences (N = 60) and residents in the historical
context under study (N = 379, calculated through
the Cochran method and emphasizing the latest
population statistics of the area). In quantitative
analysis, Kolmogorov-Smirnov, Spearman's
correlation, Shannon entropy and Cocoso tests
were done.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that there is a positive and
significant relationship between variables of place
attachment and quality of urban life. In addition, the
components of the existence of open and public
spaces and the existence of cheerfulness and
empathy have been assigned the highest and lowest
levels of importance among other components,
respectively. According to the Cocoso method in the
ranking of options, zones 3, 4, 1 and 2 are
respectively located in the most suitable and
favorable conditions in terms of the quality of urban
life.

Conclusion

Nowadays, improving the quality of urban life has
always been in the focus of attention of managers,
planners, officials and urban experts. Following the
expansion of urbanization and comprehensive
development of societies in various fields, the
importance of the concept of quality of life is
increasing gradually in many fields of study. This
approach, as a key concept in the field of urban
planning, has an important contribution in providing
the basic needs of the people, increasing the level of
competitiveness among urban  communities,
realizing access to the minimum standards of urban
life, increasing the level of satisfaction with life and
achieving the highest level of social welfare. The
results showed the non-normality of the obtained
data, and finally, in order to achieve a favorable
situation and improve the existing conditions, some
suggestions are made:

- Increasing the per capita level of green space and
public open spaces and creating favorable
conditions to facilitate its access and improve the
environmental level of the historical context.

- Providing the necessary facilities to improve the
quality and quantity of housing.

- Creating public spaces to improve the level of
citizens' leisure time.

- Increasing the level of mental and practical
participation of the people in the strategies and
policies adopted to empower the quality level of the
area.

- Efforts to strengthen public relations and increase
the level of interactions, solidarity and social
cohesion among people.

- Improving the level of access to functions and
service activities in the central context of the city.

- increased attention to the stakeholders in the matter
of local planning.

- Efforts to improve the performance level of public
transportation.
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- Improving the quality level of the urban
environment through the improvement, renovation
and reconstruction of urban roads, sidewalks, etc.

- Empowerment of low-income groups and strata of
society.

- Strengthening the visual characteristics of low
areas in terms of brightness, lighting, etc.

- and increasing the level of public interaction and
cooperation between the two sectors of the
government and the people.

In addition, it should be mentioned that the
realization of the study goals and the achievement of
the most favorable conditions will be successful if
the presentation and implementation of effective

proposals and policies are based on the potential and
participation of the residents of the area.
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