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The concentration and continuation of the military and economic power of
the aristocracy in the feudal system in England was influenced by
ownership and inheritance, which was different from the ownership and
inheritance in the lranian governments of the first centuries of Islam, which
caused dispersion. Although the feudal system created different
mechanisms of ownership, in the end, the rule of seniority in inheritance
was accepted. This system continued based on land ownership and the
mutual relationship between lord and vassal and strengthened the economic
and military bases of the feudal lords. However, in Iran during the early
Islamic centuries, due to the existence of inheritance rules, assets were
generally divided among the survivors of the deceased, and the children of
the new nobility quickly became small owners without power and
accumulated wealth. The current research aims to investigate the effect of
ownership and inheritance in weakening Iranian rulers and nobles in the
early Islamic centuries and compares it with ownership and inheritance in
England. Therefore, the article’s approach is comparative-adaptive and of
the general comparison type. The current research is based on these
questions: What was the difference between ownership and inheritance in
the structure of the government system of England in the feudal period and
Iran in the early Islamic centuries, and what consequences did they cause?
The research findings show that feudalism and the rule of seniority
perpetuated the aristocracy that challenged and limited the king's power.
But in Iran, the rule of inheritance turned the nobles into small owners who
could not face the rulers' unbridled power.
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Extended Abstract

The principles and rules related to
ownership and inheritance among human
societies were written in different forms in
the past ages. The need to determine the size
of assets created various methods in matters
related to inheritance, as in different
societies, various forms were formed
regarding the distribution of possessions
among heirs. In England during the feudal
period, despite the formation and
development of various approaches in
ownership and inheritance, the rule of
seniority was finally accepted, and the
property of the deceased was transferred to
the next generation without being divided.
Nevertheless, in Iran during the early
Islamic centuries, it was customary to
divide the inheritance among the heirs, and
the restrictions and rules of inheritance were
based on determining a certain part of the
assets for each of the survivors of the
deceased. Thus, compared to the feudal
system of England, where the rules of
inheritance  mainly  strengthened the
mechanism of wealth and power, during the
early Islamic centuries in Iran, the lands and
properties of the nobles were divided
among the children. Therefore, the
comparative study of feudal England and
Iran in the first centuries of Islam, relying
on the influence of ownership and
inheritance in government, is the main
problem of this research.

In this research, which is written on a
descriptive-analytical basis, the
comparative-adaptive method has been
used to investigate the subject. Data is
collected in a library manner and
simultaneous reference to historical sources
and existing research works. Based on this,
the rules of ownership and inheritance in
feudal England and Iran in the early Islamic
centuries have been investigated with a
comparative approach, relying on their
effects on the governments. In this regard,
in the discussion of ownership and
inheritance in the period of feudalism, the
writings of researchers such as Ganshef,
Stephenson and Strayer, and the works of

Perry Anderson and Mark Bloch, have been
used. Moreover, in order to examine the
governments of the first centuries of Islam
and the effects that the rules had on
inheritance and ownership, besides using
sources such as the Tajavob-Al-Omam, the
famous work of Ibn Moskavayh and the
complete history of lbn Athir, studies by
Witt Fogel and Lambton, about Ownership
and inheritance in some eastern lands, have
also been used.

In this research, the findings show that in
feudal England, the rule of seniority led to
the consolidation of assets over many
generations. This led to an increase in the
wealth and power of the landowner nobles,
who imposed their will on the central
government by limiting the power of the
king. Also, in this research, it was shown
that during the early Islamic periods in Iran,
the continuation of the rule of inheritance
prevented the accumulation of wealth
among the social strata during the following
generations. In this way, the nobles turned
into small owners who often did not find a
way to control the great power of the ruler
and limit the central government.
Feudalism in England progressed to the
point where the rule of seniority in
inheritance gained general acceptance.
According to this rule, upon the death of a
feudal lord, the ownership of his property
was given to one of his children, who was
usually the eldest son, thus preventing the
division of property. With the passage of
time and the consolidation of the
foundations of feudalism, in case of the
union of property owners, whom a large
segment of the English society was also
dependent on them by working on the land,
the king was mostly unable to deal with
them. Finally, the famous Magna Carta
decree was issued, in which forming a
council in England was specified, and the
king had to make decisions only based on
the opinion of its members. It was in this
situation that the king's supervisory council
provided the basis for the formation of the
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House of Representatives, and thus, the
king's powers were officially limited.

In Iran of the early Islamic centuries, all the
possessions of a person after death were
considered as his inheritance and had to be
divided among his heirs according to a
certain pattern. In this way, the private
property of individuals and the accumulated
possessions were separated and divided
according to the laws of inheritance during
the transfer to the next generation. The
continuation of this pattern led to the
dispersion of wealth and created a
disjointed group of small owners who did
not have the ability to face the power of the
rulers. On the other hand, the heirs of the
ruling system also broke the succession of
governance somewhere and under the
influence of the rules related to inheritance,

they provided the ground for the
fragmentation of the government.
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