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Extended Abstract

Historians of the Seljuk and llkhanid eras,
from various social and geographical
origins and with a variety of perspectives,
were interested in recording the relations of
the people in power and presented a
historical judgment about them. The
changes in the ministry in these two eras
have also interested historians. The
frequency of the concept of ministry in the
intellectual system of Seljuk and Ilkhanid
historians is one of the important factors in
recognizing the importance of this
institution in their historical perspective.
Historians of this era saw consultation in
general and the institution of the ministry in
particular as a way to solve the problems
facing the Seljuk and llkhanid rulers.

The ministry is one of the long-lasting
political and administrative institutions in
the history of Iran, whose longevity can be
traced to the ethnic myths of Iran. Seljuk
and Ilkhanid historians present clear
historical judgments about ministers. They
have made a noticeable change in the
direction of recordings of the role of
ministers and have enjoyed a minister-
centred discourse in the analysis of events.
The differences and similarities between the
Seljuk and the Ilkhanid eras in the structure
of governments, political thoughts,
challenges of the time, etc., have provided
the context for a comparative study between
the approach of the historians of these two
periods.

The historians of Seljuk and Ilkhanid had a
significant tendency towards the role of the
ministry in the administration of affairs
with a moderate tone, and they gave the
minister superiority over other pillars of
power in a tangible way. This superiority
was up to the point where the name and
emblem of the monarchy disappeared in
some cases. The minister was all that the
king needed, and without the planning of
the ministry, the king would be empty of the
king's equipment, he would become a toy in
the hands of nobles, and there would be no
trace of his strength and majesty.

The main question of this article is, which
traits and characteristics did Seljuk and
Ilkhanid historians see as necessary in the
owners of the ministry, and what character
and method did they emphasize in
providing a practical model for competent
ministers? It seems that, from a historical
perspective, they considered a combination
of skills, rationality and wisdom, as well as
personal and family moral qualities, to be
the main and most necessary conditions for
an ideal minister.

The current research method is descriptive-
analytical based on library sources, and
what the author was looking for is the
analysis of the ruling perspective on the
selection, judging and authoring of
historical narratives about the equipment
and conditions of the ministry in the Seljuk
and Ilkhanid eras.

An important part of the historiography of
the Seljuk and Ilkhanid eras is devoted to
the competence of the ministers. The
ministry was very important in the model of
property and ideal ownership of the
intellectuals of the era. Historians, who
were mostly from among people in the court
(Diwan), paid attention to the behavior of
the ministers with great keenness and
narrated their actions with different motives
and in different ways. The important point
in this regard is that everything that
historians expected from their full-fledged
ministers was not expressed in the form of
examples, and theoretical discussions about
the conditions and manners of this position
are also mentioned. There are many
differences and commonalities between this
part of the historiography of the Seljuk and
Ilkhanid eras.

The data available in the Seljuk and
Ilkhanid  historiographies indicate a
conscious effort by historians to give
importance to the position of the ministry in
the power structure and highlight their role
in the developments. The emergence of new
elements in historiography and the change
in the approach of historians caused them to
consider the role of ministers as equal to the



51

Journal of Historical Findings, 1(1), Spring 2024

king in their analysis of the causes of events
and lessened the agency of kings more than
what has been seen in Iranian
historiography after Islam.

In this regard, what is emphasized as the
means and ethics of the ministry or the
character of the ministry among the
historians of this period can be divided into
several general cases. "Morality"”, "skill",
"wisdom”, and "authenticity" can be
considered the main characteristics that
Seljuk and Ilkhanid historians consider
necessary for ministers, and they consider
the benefit of these components to dominate
the important affairs of the ministry. Seljuk
and llkhanid historians, depending on
which social class they came from, which
geographical region they belonged to, what
insight, methods and knowledge they

possessed, and finally, depending on what
influenced their historical thought, strongly
or weakly emphasized some of these
characteristics.
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