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) of the Parthians had an essential effect on the prominence of some
?ggj}(‘)’ggz elements of Iranian identity. With the presence of Greeks in the
s Achgememd Empire, HeIIen_lc culture also expanded. In this S|tyat|on, the
2024/07/13 Iranian government of Parthian descent emerged east of the Iranian plateau
op: and gradually paid attention to the Iranian cultural components in contrast
35- 48 to the Greek culture. Identity always shows itself against the "other". The
emergence of the Hellenic culture in the government that the Iranians had
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Iranshahr; and geographical characteristics. The present article aims to analyze the
Achaemenids; evolutionary process of Iranian identity in comparison with Greek and
Q;%Cigjnss;' Roman identity, relying on the role of the Parthians and showing their

Iranian identity.

significant identity achievements. During the Parthian period, Iranian
identity gradually moved towards more Iranism and the rejection of
Hellenic elements, and in the continuation of that, it came into conflict
with Roman culture. By highlighting the elements of Iranian identity, they
defined themselves in a different cultural-political sphere than the Greeks
and Romans.
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Extended Abstract

Ancient Iran was the period of the
emergence of fundamental ideas in defining
Iranian identity. The Achaemenid Empire
was a world empire that Iranians formed.
Despite the existence of an Iranian cultural
identity in the heart of this empire, different
aspects of the Achaemenid government
appeared with other ethnic groups, which
represented a wide geographical area with
different cultures. The defeat of the
Achaemenids by the Macedonians and the
subjugation of the foreigners was a turning
point in the cultural identity cohesion, in
which the Parthians played an important
role in its continuation. Sassanid Iranshahr
can be considered the result of this
evolutionary process.

The Achaemenians were the first
government to completely occupy the land
that is now called the Iranian Plateau. On
the other hand, the religion of
Zoroastrianism was popular in the east of
the Iranian plateau at a time that is not very
clear historically and is probably before the
Achaemenid period. The concept of "Arya",
which existed in both Achaemenid and
Zoroastrian domains, was a common
concept of Iranian descendants. There was
a cultural identity in the heart of the Persian
Empire, which created a sense of belonging
in the eyes of the Achaemenid kings, and its
geographical and political domain extended
from Persia and Media to the eastern lands
of the Iranian plateau.

The new period that emerged after the
defeat of the Achaemenids came under the
expansion of Hellenic culture, which can be
examined in the evolution of Iran's identity
and ideas. Darius IlI's defeat by Alexander
has usually been studied from the
perspective of orientalists and relying on
Greek sources, and less attention has been
paid to the reaction and attitude of the
cultural sphere for whom Darius wrote the
Biston inscription in the Iranian language.
The attempt of the Parthians to acquire the
territory of the Achaemenids is a historical
process that was a defining aspect of their
politics until the end of the Parthian rule.

With the conquests of Mihrdad | and then
Mihrdad [l, the Parthians captured an
important part of the lands in the
Achaemenid territory. These territorial
achievements established the Parthian
empire in the Iranian plateau, and the main
Iranian-inhabited parts, named after Pars in
the Nagsh-Rostam inscription in the tomb
of Darius, were protected by the Parthian
King.

In addition to conquering the lands
belonging to the Achaemenids, the
Parthians were trying to consider
themselves as the successors of the
Achaemenids and trace their ancestry to the
Achaemenid Ardashir Il. In addition, as the
Achaemenid "Emperor"”, Urud Il's invasion
of Asia Minor and Ardavan IlI's political
claim about Achaemenid heritage can be
highlighted, which shows the efforts of the
Parthians to acquire the Achaemenid
heritage. ~ Therefore, the Parthians'
achievements in territorial expansion can be
seen as the relative revival of the
Achaemenid land, especially in its heart and
the Iranian-inhabited areas. The territory
was given the official name of Iranshahr by
Ardashir I in the 3rd century AD. After the
arrival of the Greeks, the cultural territory
of the Parthian period was pushed towards
internal  transformation and  greater
cohesion in order to preserve its values
against another culture (Greece and then
Rome). This internal development was
linked to the Parthian government, which
played an important role in this field. In the
Hellenistic period, the desire to return to the
Iranian government became the focal point
of cultural and religious circles. Two
thoughts and images were hidden in the
heart of Iranian religious literature, which
opposed the Hellenic rule. One is the
removal of non-Iranian rulers, and the other
is the rule of God-created kingdom.
Despite the attractiveness of Greek culture
in the Parthian cultural realm, the most
important cultural factors of Parthians can
be placed under Iranianism. The Iranian
cultural realm  became increasingly
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important with the emergence of the Iranian
government of the Parthians, who were
from the Scythians and the Parthians, two
other Iranian groups. With Rome becoming
a great empire during the Parthian period,
Greek culture was gradually reflected in the
power of the Roman Empire. And the
political power of the Greeks began to
decline. The peak period of the Parthian
Empire was a time of confrontation with the
Roman Empire. This confrontation between
the two empires in politics also brought a
cultural conflict between them. Among the
Romans, the feeling of difference and
opposition was expanded from political to
cultural fields. The most important
manifestation of this situation should be
seen in the period of Augustus. The period
of Augustus was a period when Rome made
an extensive effort to establish its identity.
The Roman government needed a common
enemy for internal integration: the
Parthians. The Romans turned to the past to
define  themselves and  attributed
themselves to Greece in this confrontation.
With time, the Parthians, after claiming the
succession of the Achaemenids against the
Seleucids, made this claim against the
Romans in a broader level.

With this evidence, it is possible to define
the prominence of some important elements
of Iranian culture in the ancient period in

contrast to the Greek and Roman identity.
In this confrontation, on both sides, the
distinction from "the other" was the basis of
this matter. By examining the evidence that
was stated, it can be noted that the idea of
Iranshahr belonged to the Kayanians
Dynasty. This idea entered a new era during
the Achaemenid Empire. The
Achaemenians attributed themselves to the
Iranian cultural circle but did not
necessarily call the land of their empire by
the name of Iran. With the first political
defeat of the Iranians against the Greeks, the
Parthians accelerated the process of
becoming Iranian, and this movement led to
the creation of a geographical and territorial
idea based on the identity of Iranian culture,
which appeared in the Sassanid period and
was called Iranshahr,
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