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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article type: The formation of the Emirate of Diriyah in the Arabian Peninsula and
Research Article challenging the Ottoman Caliphate for more than half a century is one of
) the most important and fascinating events in the contemporary history of
?52‘32/'(‘)’2?2:0 the Islamic and Arab world. Muhammad bin Ab al-Wahhab is the founder
) of the Salafi movement (Wahhabism) in the Arabian Peninsula. His

Accepted: . . . . .
2024/06/29 teachings played an important role in the formation of the Emirate of
op: Diriyah, or as they say, the Islamic Caliphate. This Islamic Emirate had four
24-34 emirs who were from the Al Saud family and from the famous tribe of
Mugrin (Bani Mugrin). They seriously threatened the existence of the
Keywords: Ottoman Caliphate, and they emerged from the city of Daraa, which was a
Ottoman Empire; hard-to-reach and strong city. They established their capital and led their
Emirate of Diriyah; expansionist attacks from there, ruled over the entire Arabian Peninsula for

Muhammad bin Abd al-  haif 3 century, invaded Ottoman possessions such as Shalem, Irag, and
\S’V?hfhf"b; destroyed Shiite shrines in the cities of Najaf and Karbala, as the slogan of
V\?ait:ébi the revival of tradition. Their goal was to revive the Sunnah of the Prophet
' and monotheism. They had inherited these thoughts and ways from Sheikh
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab. Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab declared
his call to fight polytheism and heresy and gathered many disciples around
him. His views on the beliefs of Muslims were more than extreme.
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab, by going to Diriyah and pledging
allegiance to the Saudi emir Diriyah, laid the groundwork for the
establishment of this emirate in line with the same slogan and entered into

a war and exhausting battles with the Ottoman caliphate.
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Extended Abstract

The Emirate of Diriyah, or the first Saudi state
(1446 AD-1115 AH), is a government that was
formed by the agreement between Amir
Muhammad bin Saud and Sheikh Muhammad
bin Abd al-Wahhab. This government took the
entire Arabian Peninsula under its control, and
its capital was the city of Diriyah in Najd near
Riyadh. This government had four emirs, and
when it reached its peak, it threatened Shamat
and Irag, which were Ottoman regions, and
even attacked Najaf and Karbala and destroyed
Shiite shrines and institutions. Muhammad bin
Abd al-Wahhab played an important role in the
formation of this government. He based his
da'wah on monotheism, worship, fighting
polytheism and disbelief, implementing the
divine law, and putting an end to heresy. He
swore allegiance to the emir of the city of
Diriyah Manbi to comply with the principles of
his da'wah (invitation), and his da‘'wah became
the foundation of this jihadi government, and by
attacking the surrounding cities and tribes, they
announced the uprising of their government.
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab's invitation
and the subsequent formation of the Saudi
government centred on Diriyah in the lands that
were subject to the Ottoman Caliphate, as well
as his invitation to return to early Islam, were in
ideological and political conflict with the
institution of the Ottoman Caliphate. The
Ottoman Caliphate realized the danger of the
Saudi government by expanding its borders and
invading Irag and the threat of Syria and asked
its governors in Irag and Syria to confront and
destroy that new-born and jihadist government,
but the governors of Irag and Syria were unable
to confront this government until the Ottoman
sultan Selim I11 was forced to ask for help from
Muhammad Ali Pasha, the ruler of Egypt, and
entrusted him with the removal of the Diriyah
government. Muhammad Ali Pasha chose his
son Tusun to command the war against the
government of Diriyah, and the war broke out
between them and continued until Tusun died
during the war. His mission was assigned to
Muhammad Ali Pasha's eldest son Ibrahim
Pasha. lbrahim Pasha conquered Diriyah in
1888 AD/1234H during a tough war and siege
of Diriyah and sent its last emir, Abdullah bin
Saud, to Astana, one of the Ottoman cities, and
executed him there. With the execution of
Abdullah bin Saud, the first government was
also destroyed, and the Ottoman government

was able to impose its rule on the Arabian
Peninsula again.

Harford Jones' summary of the history of
Wahhabis only dealt with the invitation of
Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab and the formation
of the Wahhabi government and did not say
anything about the position of the Ottoman
government towards it.

The book of the departure of the Wahhabiyyah
Ali Caliphate of the Ottomans by Yasin Ali is
about the uprising of Muhammad bin Abd al-
Wahhab and the opinions of his contemporary
scholars regarding the call of Muhammad bin
Abd al-Wahhab.

The book is about the situation of Najd, such as
the emergence of Sheikh Muhammad bin Abd
al-Wahhab and its political, social, and
economic situation. It only examines the
situation in Najd, from which invitation
emerged.

Al-Othmaniyeon and Al Saud by Zakaria
Ghorshon (1745-1914) is a collection of
documents on the relations between the Saudi
family and the Ottoman government, which
generally deals with the position of the Ottoman
government regarding the invitation of
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab.

This research seeks to explain the position of
the Ottoman Caliphate regarding the formation
of the Diriyah state.

The rise of Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab and
his hard and extremist thoughts should be
considered related to the socio-political
situation of Najd, and of course the influence of
the environment of that region, his call and
slogan of returning to the tradition of the
predecessor or the original tradition from the
very beginning, in addition to the changes in the
religious dimension, later it also brought
politics. He had the dream of forming an Arab
Islamic caliphate by relying on the Sunnah, that
is, by relying on the temperament and character
of Hanbali jurisprudence, which can be
considered harsh and strict. For this reason,
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab along with his
followers killed anyone who opposed them
under the pretext of the Prophet's Sunnah or
polytheism, and this is the same issue that the
Saudi ruler in Diriyah understood and
welcomed him warmly to use Muhammad bin
Abd al-Wahhab to advance his goals and very
quickly they pledged allegiance to one another
and advanced his goals with the power of the
sword and conquest. Under the pretext of
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reforming and returning to the tradition of the
new state, the foundation of Diriyah also
considered its government as a caliphate. The
attack on the holy shrines and the destruction of
the court respected by the Shias took place
accordingly, which meant defiance and non-
acceptance of the Ottoman Caliphate. In
general, due to the distance of Najd from other
Ottoman regions and the lack of a strong central
government and other problems, the Ottomans,
in the beginning, did not understand the danger
of Diriyah and therefore, their initial actions
were not very strong and controlling, and once
the danger understood, the work was over, and
Dariyah was rapidly expanding and developing.
Finally, assigning the mission of destroying
Dariyah to Muhammad Ali Pasha, the powerful
governor of Egypt, was successful because
Egypt, under the rule of Muhammad Ali, had
more coherence and order than other Ottoman
states. Therefore, he was able to end the new
caliphate in Diriyah, but the idea of establishing

the Islamic Emirate remained, and finally, the
descendants of Al Saud, relying on the idea of
Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab, ended the
Ottoman caliphate in the Arabian Peninsula by
forming the second and finally the third Saudi
government.
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