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Table 1. Respondents' communication with the natural resources office

bl ek
Level of communication by ol
oS s o Lo g 3L Village Name
Very low Low Middle High
LJ; .
29 4 2 2 = J‘.))Lé?
Chahar-zebar Olia
Ilwod
20 3 6 0 -
Deh-Sefid
Ll a8
42 2 10 1 Llas
Gohar-Abad
Slacsls
11 13 8 0 )
Kashanbe-Lak
102 22 26 3 JS

Total

Table 2. Knowledge of women in the study area abput natural resources around the village

oS o JCRRY by LSl e 511l Lt
Very - - Very Standard
low Low Middle High High Mean Mode deviation Parameter
ba S pluls
6 3 15 3 93 435 5 1.01 e
Species identification
O P Nt
53 69 26 5 - 189 2 0.799 S et _
Familiarity with the Natural Resources Office
Lo o5 glsl 5l BT
10 40 72 30 1 282 3 0.846 Pl e _
Knowledge about the types of forest destruction
b ale Jolo b bl
152 1 - - - 101 1 0.081 Ty as _
Familiarity with the natural resources cooperative
b b CoSIle b plisd
152 1 - - - 101 1 0.081 L TEmom s )
Familiarity with the natural resources ownership
S Ko comal b sl
3 3 24 106 17 386 4 0.711 Familiarity with the importance of forest and
pasture
e 53 b b B L b
35 57 53 8 - 222 2 0.86 Familiarity with the impact of natural resources
on livelihood
4 Ske
58.7 249 38 37 37 2.45 2.6 0.723 s
Total average
Loy
30 127 194 189 189
Percent
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Table 3. Time spent on natural resources activities by rural women

_ ) Ol eSSk -
Sl sl G . Sl 3l sl oS e el
Number of i Mode Star_1dz?1rd Minimum Maximum Activity
respondents Average time deviation
spent
S op 5 5 sl
105 1574 180 1550.5 180 5160 Collecting forest seeds and
fruits
; 1
86 300.5 180 172.2 105 900 SR ST
Collecting firewood
ool olals du"@e-
99 158.2 120 107.8 60 600 _ he
Collecting medicinal plants
Shs 0LlS 5 2,6 55laer
138 1130.8 900 115.2 180 2700 Collecting mushrooms and
edible plants
Z. ;-I . 5 alst
13 36.9 30 9.2 30 60 o 05 el
Extinguishing forest fire
e
20 184.2 180 514 120 360 SIS

Charcoal making
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Continued table 3.

.. R .
Sl sl e L e Sl s - e
Number of ﬂ Mode Standard Minimum Maximum Activit
respondents Average time deviation y
spent
A Ol il eslizal
11 139 120 33.6 90 180 T O T el
Use of wood from forest trees
13 236.2 240 62.3 120 360 Lotz )

Fencing yard with branches
and shrubs
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Table 4. Repetitivity of natural resources activities by rural women
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Table 5. Participation of family members and others in natural resources activities
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Table 6. Correlation between women's individual characteristics and natural resources management
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Table 7. Correlation between family and social characteristics of women and variables of natural
resources management
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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Inrecent years, following the failure of government management policies
in Zagros forests, the country's natural resources organization (NRO) has emphasized the participatory
management approach. Although the implementation mechanism of this policy and its framework has
not been cleared, utilizing the capacities of all stakeholders, especially women, is one of the most
important manifestations of the realization of participatory management. Rural women make up half of
the beneficiary population of natural resources and, despite the limitations, play a considerable role in
managerial, social, and economic activities. However, the main focus and attempt of managers' intention
on participation, has been dedicated to men. Rural women affect the quality of management and
protection of natural resources due to their wide connection with these resources and the transfer of their
knowledge, information, and beliefs to the next generation. This study aimed to identify the role of rural
women in activities related to natural resources management in villages of Chahar-zebar region —
Kermanshah.

Materials and Methods: Four villages of Chahar-zebar Olia, Deh-Sefid, Goharabad, and Kashanbelek
in Mahidasht district of Kermanshah province were selected to conduct this research. The considerable
forest cover and employment of most of the villagers in rural jobs and animal husbandry to meet their
livelihood were among the most important criteria for choosing these villages. A total of 153 women
living in the villages were interviewed in a survey using a researcher-made questionnaire and through
semi-structured, face-to-face interviews (mainly due to the low literacy level) and direct observation of
women's activities. The individual characteristics of the respondents, the general profile of the
household, the role of women and the time of their participation in various activities of managing and
utilizing natural resources, the relationship of women with the natural resources administration, women's
knowledge of the natural resources of their village, the repeatability of activities and the participation
and companionship of other people were among the variables that were recorded and measured for
investigation the role of women in the management (conservation and utilization) of natural resources.
To evaluate the role of women in management and decision-making at the household level, their role in
the directing and administration of expenditure and income was questioned. Spearman's correlation
analysis was done to determine the relationship between different personal and social characteristics of
women with different features of the activities performed by them.

Results: Based on the findings, women in the villages surveyed have a low to medium knowledge about
natural resources. Despite predicting 30 types of activities related to natural resources in the
questionnaire, women were involved in only 27% of natural resources activities while a considerable
share of the practices (96.7 percent) were done with the participation of other people (other women,
husbands, and children respectively). Women were more commonly engaged in activities such as
collecting mushrooms, edible plants, seeds, fruits, medicinal plants, and firewood, while tasks like using
forest wood, fighting forest fires, and fencing yards with branches were less commonly performed by
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women. This study showed that women's knowledge of the village's natural resources was average to
low. Correlation analysis indicated that factors such as age, religious activity and the desire to migrate
had a negative relationship with the role of women in both management and decision making, while a
positive correlation was observed for time spent in forest activities. Additionally, variables like age,
length of stay in the village, and tendency to migrate were also negatively correlated with the time spent
on forest-related activities.

Conclusion: Based on the research findings, it is evident that women in the studied region have limited
participation in the management of natural resources. They only engaged in the utilization of some forest
and pasture products while not performing considerable activity in the conservation and development
of the resources. Therefore, it is crucial to recognize and enhance the role of women in governing natural
resources to improve preservation and restoration efforts. Raising awareness, providing counseling, and
increasing involvement of women in this field are essential steps to address the current lack of
participation. The fact is that contrary to the claim of NRO, local communities, and villagers, both
women and men, do not have a considerable role in the management of natural resources. The very little
connection with the natural resources’ office indicates the lack of promotion and educational programs
suitable for women and the lack of presence of natural resources experts among local communities.
Therefore, it is suggested that the Natural Resources and Agriculture Departments seriously take into
account education to local communities in their plans. Paying attention to the education and
empowerment of young women is of great importance in the management of natural resources, since
they perform more activities in natural resources, they have relatively more knowledge of natural
resources, and their role in management and decision-making is also more considerable. We concluded
that the duration of women's activity in natural resource appears to be a key factor determining their
understanding and involvement. It is essential to valuing women's contribution and utilizing their
potential effectively in natural resources conservation and restoration to establish an efficient
participatory management system.

Keywords: Women’s participation, Natural resources, Chahar-zebar region, Local communities.
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