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Khalil Maleki was one of the influential figures in contemporary Iranian history
who played a significant role in the intellectual and political developments of
Iran, particularly during the 1940s and 1950s. He began his political career as
a member of the Tudeh Party; however, he gradually became involved in
fundamental disagreements concerning political independence, the Party’s
dependence on the Soviet Union, and its organizational structure and leadership
style. These disagreements ultimately led to his separation from the Party. The
main question of this article is: What were the causes and process of Khalil
Maleki’s split from the Tudeh Party, and what role did this split play in
distinguishing Maleki’s movement from both the Tudeh Party and the [ranian
National Movement? The significance of this topic lies in the fact that Maleki’s
split can be regarded as the first serious attempt to indigenize socialist thought
in Iran. This effort sought to establish an independent political and intellectual
identity while maintaining a critical distance from both the Tudeh Party and the
National Movement. As an intellectual and political activist, Khalil Maleki
remained actively engaged in Iran’s cultural and political spheres for more than
four decades. Therefore, studying his ideas and political thought is of
considerable historical importance, particularly in understanding his approach
to Iran’s political, social, and cultural transformations. His political experience
may also serve as a practical model for contemporary political and social actors
regarding the preservation of intellectual independence, avoidance of
dependence on foreign powers, commitment to national interests, and
adaptation of political ideas to local conditions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Khalil Maleki was one of the influential figures in contemporary Iranian history who played a
significant role in the intellectual and political developments of Iran, particularly during the
1940s and 1950s. He began his political career as a member of the Tudeh Party; however, he
gradually became involved in fundamental disagreements concerning political independence,
the Party’s dependence on the Soviet Union, and its organizational structure and leadership
style. These disagreements ultimately led to his separation from the Party. The main question
of this article is: What were the causes and process of Khalil Maleki’s split from the Tudeh
Party, and what role did this split play in distinguishing Maleki’s movement from both the
Tudeh Party and the Iranian National Movement?. The significance of this topic lies in the fact
that Maleki’s split can be regarded as the first serious attempt to indigenize socialist thought in
Iran. This effort sought to establish an independent political and intellectual identity while
maintaining a critical distance from both the Tudeh Party and the National Movement. As an
intellectual and political activist, Khalil Maleki remained actively engaged in Iran’s cultural
and political spheres for more than four decades. Therefore, studying his ideas and political
thought is of considerable historical importance, particularly in understanding his approach to
Iran’s political, social, and cultural transformations. His political experience may also serve as
a practical model for contemporary political and social actors regarding the preservation of
intellectual independence, avoidance of dependence on foreign powers, commitment to national
interests, and adaptation of political

Material & Methods

This study employs a descriptive-historical research method. Data were collected through
documentary and library-based research, drawing upon both primary and secondary sources.
Primary sources include historical documents, correspondence, archives, memoirs, and records
produced by direct participants or observers of the events under study. Secondary sources
consist of books, scholarly articles, biographies, memoirs, historical reports, and previous
studies related to the research topic. In addition, newspapers, electronic databases, and reliable
online resources were consulted to supplement the research data.

Results and discussion

The theoretical framework of this study is based on a combination of several approaches:

e Party Cleavage Theory;

¢ Intellectual and Political Independence Theory;

e Social Movement Theory;

e Political Opportunity Theory.

Within this framework, Khalil Maleki’s split from the Tudeh Party can be understood as the
result of a combination of ideological, organizational, and political disagreements. The most
important factors behind this separation included:

e C(Criticism of the Tudeh Party’s dependence on the Soviet Union;

Opposition to the Party’s centralized and Stalinist organizational structure;

Differences in the interpretation and implementation of socialist principles;

Criticism of the Party’s position regarding the Azerbaijan Crisis;

Opposition to the Party’s support for granting oil concessions in northern Iran to the Soviet
Union;

e Objections to the lack of internal democracy and restrictions on criticism within the Party;
e Differences in political methods and leadership styles.
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Maleki’s separation from the Tudeh Party was a gradual intellectual and political process. It
began with criticism of foreign dependence and authoritarian party structures and eventually
led to the formation of an independent political current. Following the split, Maleki and his
associates advanced the concept of the “Third Force” or “Third Way,” which sought to provide
an alternative to both Western capitalism and Soviet communism. This approach was based on
three fundamental principles: national independence, social justice, and democracy.

From the perspective of Social Movement Theory, Maleki’s movement possessed a distinct
collective identity and ideological boundaries that differentiated it from competing political
currents. However, it faced limitations in terms of mass mobilization and organizational
expansion. Likewise, from the perspective of Party Cleavage Theory, the movement can be
interpreted as representing a conflict between orthodox communism and reformist social
democracy.

Conclusion

Khalil Maleki’s split from the Tudeh Party was the product of a combination of ideological,
organizational, and international factors. Opposition to the Party’s dependence on the Soviet
Union, disagreements over the interpretation of socialism, resistance to internal
authoritarianism, and dissatisfaction with the Party’s political performance were among the
principal causes of the separation. Following the split, Maleki sought to develop a model of
independent socialism suited to Iranian conditions through the promotion of ‘“National
Socialism” and the establishment of organizations such as the Socialist Society. The major
achievements of this split may be summarized as follows: the foundation of an independent and
democratic socialist discourse in Iran; emphasis on national independence and social justice;
criticism of Soviet communism and Stalinist leftism; support for the Nationalization of the Oil
Industry Movement; strengthening democratic discourse; and influencing Iranian intellectual
and political thought. Nevertheless, despite its considerable intellectual and theoretical
capacity, Maleki’s movement failed to develop into a broad-based and durable political
organization and achieved only limited success in mobilizing wider social groups.
Consequently, Khalil Maleki’s political experience may be viewed as an important attempt to
reconcile socialism, democracy, and national independence in modern Iran—an experience that
continues to hold significance for historical studies, political science, and political sociology.
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