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The founders of the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization (MEK) were, prior to its
formation, a group of young affiliates of the Freedom Movement of Iran who did not
accept its militant approach and believed that the Freedom Movement's strategy would
lead nowhere. For this reason, in 1971 (1350 SH), they broke away from the Freedom
Movement and announced their existence. The organization's early leaders were initially
committed to Islamic principles of thought, but gradually gravitated toward Marxist-
Leninist viewpoints. In 1975 (1354 SH), the organization declared in a statement that
Islamic ideology lacked the capacity for armed struggle against despotism and
imperialism, and consequently, in that same year, it officially adopted the principles of
socialist doctrine. During the second Pahlavi era, the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh carried out
various activities against the regime. Following the exposure of their safe houses, most of
their members were arrested and imprisoned, and a number were executed. With the
victory of the Islamic Revolution, Rajavi, with the help of his associates, rebuilt the
organization and sought to seize power entirely, but he was unsuccessful. Hence, on June
20, 1981 (30 Khordad 1360 SH), the organization launched military operations against
the Islamic Republic. Following the failure of the strategy of armed uprising and Rajavi's
escape to France, the organization sought an opportunity to overthrow the Islamic
Republic. The Iran—Irag War provided such an opportunity for the organization. This
research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and a library-based
approach. In this study, the authors seek to answer the question of how the Mojahedin-e-
Khalgh organization was formed and what led to its intellectual deviation. It appears that
the organization, due to its totalitarianism and adoption of socialist thought, failed to align
itself with the slogans and ideology of the Islamic Revolution and instead stood in
opposition to it.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The 1960s (1340s SH) in Iran witnessed the growth of liberation movements influenced by both
external and internal developments. The increasing expansion of leftist guerrilla movements across
the globe, particularly in the Third World, and the growing popularity of leftist revolutionary
organizations and figures among Iranian youth served as external factors in the formation of
guerrilla and revolutionary groups. Alongside this, the Shah’s regime implemented reformist
policies—qguided by the United States to stabilize the state, curb opposition ideologies, and render
militant forces passive—which ultimately choked the country’s political sphere and isolated active
social forces. As a result, political and social activities became one-sided, and the country's
administration took on an authoritarian form. Overall, the suppression of active social forces, the
dissolution of political parties, the prevention of civil society growth, and harsh security control,
which led to the erosion of political, religious, and social rights and freedoms, eliminated any
possibility of peaceful power transfer or legal participation of individuals and political currents.
Thus, peaceful avenues for opposing the government's goals and programs failed, and the ground
for the emergence of violent and coercive actions became more open. Political groups and currents
interested in guerrilla warfare in Iran, of which the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization is one, chose
to follow this theory not based on religious or doctrinal inclinations, but rather on the basis of the
dominant militant discourse of that era, which was monopolized by Marxist-Leninist forces. The
organization, which was secretly established in 1965 (1344 SH), announced its existence in 1971
(1350 SH). In 1975 (1354 SH), the leadership of the Mojahedin officially declared in a statement
that it had adopted the Marxist path as its ideology. This action effectively caused the organization
to lose its intellectual and popular support among religious factions and clerics. Following the
repressive atmosphere that prevailed after the coup d'état of August 19, 1953 (28 Mordad 1332 SH)
up to the uprising of June 5, 1963 (15 Khordad 1342 SH), the government demonstrated that it
would by no means yield to opposition forces attempting to bring about change or reform through
peaceful and legal means. The Shah, by resorting to electoral fraud in parliamentary elections,
sought to bring his affiliated representatives into the parliament and advance his policies through
weak governments. His disregard for the warnings of nationalist-religious individuals and groups
and senior religious authorities left no choice but to resort to violence and armed struggle. Thus,
after the June 5 uprising and the exile of Imam Khomeini, along with the arrest and suppression of
opponents, domestic conditions became ripe for a turn toward violent and armed struggles. Political
groups that had set the overthrow of the regime through armed struggle as their organizational
strategy emerged one after another. The arrest of members of the Freedom Movement after the June
5 uprising prompted individuals associated with this group to initiate a new movement in the
struggle against the regime. Young members of the Freedom Movement questioned the efficacy of
peaceful struggle methods and deemed them ineffective for changing the government's situation.
Inspired by leftist Marxist groups, they considered the reform of the regime a dead end and believed
in the overthrow of the Pahlavi system. The Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization, like most groups of
the 1960s, was influenced by the failure of peaceful struggles and the suppression of the June 5
uprising. It was founded in mid-September 1965 (mid-Shahrivar 1344 SH) by three young Muslim
intellectuals, Mohammad Hanifnejad, Saeid Mohsen, and Abdolreza Nikbin (Abdi), after studying
past struggles and reviewing armed movements in Latin America, adopting an urban guerrilla
warfare strategy. With the joining of Asghar Badiezadegan in 1966 (1345 SH), they formed the
organization's leadership cadre.

Material & Methods
This research has been conducted qualitatively with a descriptive-analytical approach. The data
have been collected and analyzed based on historical documents, books, journals, articles, and
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reports of the Mojahedin-e-Khalgh organization. Using a library-based method, the study
examines the political, social, and religious position of the organization during the reign of
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi in Iran.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that although the initial founding members of the organization had
acceptable religious inclinations, over time they came under the influence of emerging
ideologies such as socialism, Maoism, and Marxism-Leninism, distancing themselves from
religious thought and falling into intellectual eclecticism (deviation). With this mindset, they
stood against the Islamic Revolution and inflicted irreparable damage upon the Islamic society
of Iran.

Conclusion

In the final conclusion, we must acknowledge that due to its totalitarianism in pursuit of power,
the organization failed to comprehend the realities of Iranian society and the great Islamic
Revolution. By employing terror, destruction, and extensive, widespread, and indiscriminate
explosions in various dimensions, it inflicted heavy losses on Iranian society and led a
significant number of the country's youth astray.
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