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The Shabankara kings ruled the southern region of Fars for 330 years from
about the middle of the 5th century to the middle of the 8th century.
Although Sahib Shabankara first narrated the events of the old Shabankara
kings until the rise of the Mongols in poetry in his poetic work, Daftar
"Delgosha"”, Shabankarai's Majma' al-Ansab is the first historiographical
work that narrates the history of the old and new Shabankara kings. In this
work, which is classified as a general chronicle, Shabankarai discusses the
behavior and actions of the Shabankara people and the governance style of
the rulers of this region, and sometimes criticizes or, conversely, praises the
actions and governance style of Shabankara kings. The following article
attempts to examine Shabankarai's view of the Shabankara people and the
governance style of the Shabankara rulers from the depths of the Majma' al-
Ansab text, and ultimately outlines the characteristics and indicators of a
desirable ruler from the perspective of this historian. The findings of the
research indicate that Shabankarai is seriously critical of lawlessness and
rebellion, and in general, the customs and people of the Shabankara, and
considers the idea of development and reform, justice, science, literature,
and politics to be desirable characteristics of the ruler. The research
approach in this study is descriptive-analytical, and the method of collecting
information was carried out using a library method.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Shabankara region under the authority of the Shabankara king included the southern part of
the present-day Fars province, around the Dar-ul-Aman fortress (Chahar Barkah) 5 kilometres
from Darbgerd (as the center of government), Ej, Fasa, Estahban (Estahbanat), and Neyriz, and
the position of power of this territory extended as far as Shiraz, Sirjan, and Kerman. (Shabankara,
1363: 2/153-158) The Kurdish Shabankara kings traced their lineage to pre-Islamic Iranian kings,
taking pride in this heritage and considering themselves uniquely legitimate relative to
neighboring rulers. The rule of the Shabankara began around the middle of the fifth century with
the Fazluyyah (Fadluya) rebellion against the Buyid ruler of Fars. During the Seljuk era, the rulers
of this dynasty had conflicts with the Seljuk government over the expansion of their territory and
domination over Fars, and finally made peace with Sultan Muhammad Seljuk in 498 AH. After
this, the Shabankaras maintained their rule by dominating a limited area and were in constant
conflict with the Persian Solgharians. They ruled independently until their defeat by Hulagu and
then under the supervision of the llkhans. For this reason, they are divided into two parts: the Old
Maluk (before their defeat by the Ilkhans) and the New Maluk (the Ilkhan period). Majma’ al-
Ansab, which is the most important and one of the first works that narrates the history of Maluk
and the developments of Shabankara, is the work of Muhammad ibn Ali Shabankara. In this work,
which is included in the general chronicles, Shabankara wrote the history of the developments of
the world from the fall of Prophet Adam to his own time. The initial compilation of this work was
carried out between the years 733 AH and 736 AH in Shabankara. However, because the book
was completed at the critical moment of Abu Sa'id llkhani's death and was subsequently destroyed
in the looting of the house of his minister, Ghiyath al-Din Rashidi, it was rewritten again in 738
AH. Shabankarai was a poet and probably one of the courtiers of King Shabankara, and spent
most of his life in his homeland, Shabankara. Unlike most historical texts of the Mongol period,
Majma' al-Ansab has a simple prose that makes it easy for the general public to read.
Shabankarai's sources in compiling this general history include historical books before him,
encompassing the lost parts of the Baihagi History and the Juwayni History. He also used his own
hearsay and observations, in which he dealt with cultural history and mentioned some important
events in the formation of local governments in Iran, such as the governments of Yazd and
Lorestan. The author of Majma’ al-Ansab, of course, did not adhere to the text completely in his
narration of historical texts and made some alterations in his narration of the books he used in
order to get his desired result from the narration of history. Accordingly, it can be said that
Shabankarai tried to express the instructive stories of history in a simple language. From a
historiographical perspective, he also wrote the history of the final days of the Mongol llkhanate
from the perspective of a historian who lived before the Mongols. This book, considering the
characteristics of its author, helps to understand the thinking of the middle class of Iranian society
in the final days of the llkhanate. Shabankarai provides relatively important and first-hand
information about the behavior of the rulers of this region and its people, with regard to their
residence in Shabankara and coexistence with its inhabitants, as well as their relationship with the
courts of the rulers of this region. The following article seeks to explain Shabankarai's view of
the people and kings of this system.

Material & Methods
The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection method was
carried out using the library method.

Results and discussion
The research findings indicate that Shabankarai is seriously critical of lawlessness and
rebellion, and in general, the Shabankarai customs of the Shabankara’s people, and considers
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the idea of development and reform, justice, science, and culture, and being a politician to be
the characteristics of a desirable ruler.

Conclusion

Shabankarai, with his poetic and literary spirit, was opposed to the behavior of people in the
Shabankara, which was based on disobedience and rebellion. Although part of this opposition
was related to his spirit, it should not be forgotten that Shabankarai intended to present his book
to the llkhan, so part of what he wrote can also be considered to please the llkhanid ruler. He
considered surrendering to the new conditions and changing his way of life from the warrior
and nomadic lifestyle of the Shabankarai to urban life with new rules and keeping the Ilkhanid
central government satisfied as the best way to maintain peace and independence. Perhaps this
is why he highlighted the bravery and expansion of the territory during the old Shabankara
dynasty and recorded their conquests, but in the new dynasty, which had accepted the Mongol
tribes, he no longer considered this matter and rebellion against the central government
appropriate and constantly emphasized obedience to the orders issued by the llkhan. Although
he expressed regret over the increased presence of the Mongols in the Shabankara region, he
considered it the result of the Shabankara people's own actions.

It was based on this type of view of the people and their behavior that he praised the rulers who
focused on justice, development, reform, education, and love of science. Because these qualities
and their application in the field of land ownership and politics caused the Shabankara people
to distance themselves from lawlessness, disorder and nomadic life customs and become
civilized. Nevertheless, Shabankarai was also somewhat concerned about the independence of
Shabankara and the defense of its boundaries. Perhaps that is why he defended rulers who
resorted to deceit to preserve Shabankara's territory and independence.
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