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Constitutional poetry, due to its commitment to social realities, served as a
reflection of contemporary events, and the primary mission of the poet was
to express political and social truths. Bahar's poetry was no exception to
these concerns; his political verse evolved in line with themes of freedom,
homeland, independence, and the demand for rights, among others. With
such preoccupations and in keeping with his political responsibility, the
poet gave voice to human sentiments and emotions within the framework
of his thought and poetic ideals. It was with this very spirit that he rose up
in struggle against all adversities, despotism, and the harshness of his times.
However, the failure to achieve these ideals, ultimately compounded by the
First World War, the spread of chaos, and the endangerment of the nation's
existence and independence, led many intellectuals—including poets such
as Bahar—to consider welcoming a coup d'état as a means to restore
political order in the country. From Bahar's perspective, political order and
the establishment of a strong central government were foundational to
achieving progress and prosperity for the nation. The research method in
this article is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection method is
library-based. The research findings indicate that idealism in Malek al-
Sho'ara Bahar's poetry functioned not only as a literary feature but also as a
tool for promoting critical thinking. Bahar's intellectual dualities likewise
demonstrate the literary richness and depth of his thought and emotions,
which, given the historical circumstances of his time, enabled him to depict
human complexities in his works—a testament to the intellectual evolution
of a poet across different periods.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mohammad Taghi Bahar (1886-1951), known as Malek osh-Sho'ara, stands as a pivotal figure
in modern Persian literature and intellectual history. His life and work spanned two
transformative periods in Iranian history: The Constitutional Revolution (1905-1911) and the
establishment of the Pahlavi dynasty. As a poet, journalist, parliamentarian, and political
activist, Bahar's intellectual trajectory reflects the broader struggles of Iranian intellectuals
navigating the tensions between tradition and modernity, idealism and pragmatism, and
political activism and literary expression. During the Constitutional era, Bahar emerged as a
prominent voice championing freedom, justice, constitutionalism, and anti-authoritarianism.
His poetry from this period exemplifies what scholars have termed "Constitutional poetry"—
literature infused with epic spirit and political mobilization, inviting the public to revolutionary
action. However, with the rise of Reza Shah Pahlavi and the establishment of an authoritarian
modern state, Bahar faced new challenges that created an apparent duality in his thought and
practice. This study examines the evolution of Bahar's intellectual and political stance, tracing
his journey from revolutionary idealism during the Constitutional period to the intellectual
tensions and compromises that characterized his engagement with the Pahlavi state. The central
research question addresses how Bahar navigated the contradictions between his idealistic
poetic vision and the pragmatic political realities of the First Pahlavi period, and whether this
represents a fundamental duality or a strategic accommodation to changing circumstances.

Material & Methods

This research employs a historical-analytical approach combined with content analysis of
Bahar's poetic works, prose writings, and documented political activities. The study draws upon
multiple primary and secondary sources, including: Primary Sources: Bahar's Divan (collected
poems), his historical writings encompassing A Brief History of Political Parties (Tarikh-e
Mokhtasar-e Ahzab-e Siasi), articles published in his newspaper Nobahar, and records of his
parliamentary speeches from the Third to Sixth National Assemblies. Secondary Sources:
Scholarly analyses of Bahar's political thought, including studies on his ethical principles and
mythological themes, comparative literary analyses examining socio-educational teachings in
his poetry, and investigations of his political realism and pragmatism. The methodology
integrates four analytical dimensions: Thematic analysis of Bahar's Constitutional-era poetry to
identify key idealistic themes: freedom, justice, anti-authoritarianism, constitutionalism, and
patriotism. Historical examination of Bahar's political activities and prose writings during the
First Pahlavi period to document shifts in his political stance and practical engagement with the
state. Comparative analysis of the tension between Bahar's poetic language and his political
practice, examining how traditional literary forms were employed to express modern political
concepts. Critical evaluation of the "duality thesis"—the proposition that Bahar maintained a
fundamental intellectual tension between revolutionary ideals and political pragmatism.

Results and discussion

The findings reveal that Bahar's intellectual trajectory embodies a fundamental tension between
revolutionary idealism and political pragmatism, which can be understood as both a response
to changing historical circumstances and an expression of deeper philosophical commitments.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Bahar's intellectual journey from Constitutional idealism to the
apparent duality of the First Pahlavi period reflects the complex challenges faced by Iranian
intellectuals in the transition from revolution to state-building. Several key conclusions emerge:
First, Bahar's Constitutional poetry represents a genuine and sustained commitment to freedom,
justice, anti-authoritarianism, and constitutional governance. His poetic work from this period
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embodies an epic spirit and rhetorical power that mobilized public sentiment for revolutionary
change. Second, the shift in Bahar's political stance during the Pahlavi period does not represent
a simple abandonment of ideals but rather a strategic adaptation to changed circumstances. His
acceptance of parliamentary and governmental roles reflected a pragmatic commitment to
influencing state policy from within, while his continuing literary critique maintained pressure
on authoritarian elements. Third, the apparent duality in Bahar's thought can be understood as
a productive tension between revolutionary inspiration and institutional engagement, between
traditional form and modern content, and between poetic idealism and political realism. This
tension is not unique to Bahar but characterizes the broader experience of Iranian intellectuals
navigating the transition from revolutionary aspirations to established state structures. Fourth,
Bahar's contribution to Iranian intellectual history lies precisely in his effort to maintain
continuity between classical Persian literary traditions and modern political ideas. His work
demonstrates how traditional forms could be repurposed to express contemporary concerns,
creating a cultural bridge between past and present. Finally, the "duality™ in Bahar's thought is
perhaps less a contradiction than a dialectical synthesis—an expression of the complex
relationship between ideals and practical political engagement that confronts all intellectuals
who seek to influence historical change. Bahar's legacy lies not in ideological purity but in the
sustained effort to reconcile revolutionary aspirations with the realities of political life in a
changing Iran.

Future research might explore comparative studies with other Constitutional intellectuals who
navigated similar tensions, examine the reception of Bahar's work in subsequent generations,
and investigate the relationship between literary form and political content in modern Persian
poetry. Such studies would contribute to a deeper understanding of the role of intellectuals in
Iran's political development and the ongoing relevance of Bahar's synthesis of tradition and
modernity.
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