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This research compares the main narrative elements of the works of the French author
Jean Teule with those of Bahram Sadeghi’s works. Using a library-based method and a
comprehensive study of both writers” works, the researchers conduct a descriptive of
the data. Despite their cultural and biogeographical disparities, the works of these two
writers demonstrate significant similarities. Beyond the general similarities between the
works of Sadeghi and Teulé, the findings of the present research indicate common
aspects in structure and narrative elements (the content and theme of the stories, the
creation of space, the role of society, and the like). Nonetheless, a major distinction
exists between the works of these two writers: the characters in Sadeghi’s stories are,
to some extent, reflective of individuals from the author’s own lifetime. Likewise,
Teulé’s novel, Eat Him If You Like, recounts an actual crime in France, and the
characters in The Suicide Shop are —at least in term of their names— surrogates for
prominent real-world figures who committed suicide. Therefore, although Teulé’s
characters are inspired by real-life figures and influenced by reality, they possess less
external presence and are instead more ironic, grotesque and unusual. The absence of
external manifestations for the characters, time, and setting is rooted in the divergent
literary and intellectual frameworks of both writers. Meticulous characterization, the
centrality of existence and death, black humor, and eerie and surrealistic settings are the
defining similarities among the works of the mentioned authors. The character of Helen
in the novel Poisoning Angel closely resembles the character of Dr. Hatam in Sadeghi’s
Malakut. Despite their respectable appearances, both are sinister demons who commit
serial murders.
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% Fleur de Tonnerre
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