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The rule of Zandiye is often equal to the period of Karim Khan Zand, because his
numerous successors ruled for a short time. With Shiraz as its capital and close
proximity to the Persian Gulf, this government placed great importance on
maritime waterways. Compared to previous dynasties, it intervened much more
actively in the Southern Seas. This period directly coincided with the era when
European colonial powers were actively attempting to occupy and dominate the
Persian Gulf and its coastlines. Thus, the Zandiyeh government seriously faced the
European colonial phenomenon in its various and complex forms in the Persian
Gulf and its coasts and islands. Therefore, the rulership of Zandieh became more
involved in the issues of the Persian Gulf and the south in border, regional and even
international relations. At this point, the issues of the Persian Gulf were a multi-
faceted, intertwined issue with the presence of numerous and influential parties.
Given this context, the central question is: what policies and strategies did Karim
Khan Zand implement toward European nations—particularly England—and what
were his ultimate goals? Furthermore, did the Zand administration truly understand
the nature of European colonialism? Evidence suggests that through key influences,
such as regional trade and relations with the Indian subcontinent, Karim Khan
gained a clear understanding of European geopolitical behavior and British colonial
ambitions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Zand dynasty is often equated with the period of Karim Khan Zand, because his numerous
successors, each of whom lasted only a few months, did not remain in power. This dynasty,
with its capital in Shiraz, was very important to it due to its proximity to the Persian Gulf, and
waterways were forced to intervene more in that watery region than previous dynasties. These
times especially coincided with the presence of European colonialists, each of whom sought to
seize and dominate the Persian Gulf and its coasts. In this way, the Zand dynasty seriously faced
the phenomenon of European colonialism in its various and complex forms in the Persian Gulf
and its coasts and islands. At this point, Iran's interaction and relations with the Europeans in
the Persian Gulf began in a clear and distinct manner, which was very different from the
previous Safavid, Afghan, and Afshari periods. On the other hand, the Zand dynasty faced a
major difference from the previous dynasties, and that was that the capital of this government
was located in a city near the Persian Gulf, namely Shiraz, which created special requirements
for it in dealing with the issues of the Persian Gulf.

Material & Methods

This article, relying on the library method and documents related to the subject, seeks to explain
the interaction, confrontation, and politics of Karim Khan Zand in the Persian Gulf, considering
numerous influential factors. To examine such a phenomenon, an analytical and comprehensive
method is needed to see all the influential and multifaceted factors in this multiple and multi-
layered game. Hence, a rational and argumentative explanation has been proposed without any
bias or prejudice, which sees all the parties involved in the scene, including cities, people, tribes,
and political and social powers, and not all cases are seen from one side or both sides.

Results and discussion

Undoubtedly, the Zand dynasty's sovereignty in border, regional and even international
relations was more involved in the Persian Gulf and the southern waterways. This was
indicative of the new power that emerged from the sea. At this point, the Persian Gulf issues
were a multilateral, intertwined issue with the maximum presence of numerous and influential
parties. Now the question is, what strategies and policies did Karim Khan Zand adopt towards
European countries, especially England, in view of the above, and to what extent was he
familiar with their colonial intentions? Evidence indicates that Karim Khan Zand, under the
influence of factors such as relations with the Indian subcontinent, had acquired knowledge and
understanding of the behavior and performance of Europeans, including England.

The Zand dynasty, like the Afshar dynasty, which was equivalent to the name Nader, is more
equivalent to the period of Karim Khan Zand. The purpose of this article is not to examine the
process of establishing and continuing the Zand dynasty and the military, economic and
religious policies of Karim Khan Zand. Rather, it aims to examine Iran's interaction and
relations with Europeans in the early part of the colonial period in the Zand dynasty, which has
many differences from the Safavid, Afghan and Afshari periods. On the other hand, the Zand
dynasty had a major difference from previous dynasties, and that is that it was, to some extent,
a maritime state, which led to more conflict and tension with European colonial powers such as
England and the Netherlands. In fact, colonialism began from the very beginning with maritime
power. If this division is correct, that some states are maritime and some are land-based, then
the Iranian states until the Zand dynasty were completely land-based and non-marine-based and
had no special connection with the sea. Most of the capitals of those governments were in cities
such as Isfahan, Tabriz, Qazvin, Hamedan, Mashhad, Rey, etc., which were hundreds of miles
away from the open seas. Therefore, those governments that emerged and lived on land and on
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horseback were not very familiar with the sea and its requirements and necessities, such as
navigation, shipping, etc.

During the Zand dynasty, and especially during the reign of Karim Khan Zand, relations with
its neighbors underwent many changes compared to the Afshari and even Safavid periods. The
important point is that the Zand dynasty became more involved in border relations with the
Persian Gulf than with land borders, and this was indicative of new developments and events
that had emerged from the sea long before: the arrival of Europeans and the beginning of the
colonial era. From the second half of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century,
the flow of colonialism, which had started slowly two decades earlier, gained more speed and
strengthened and narrowed its circle of expansion and domination, and entered an important
and new stage. At this point, the relations of the British with the Zand dynasty were full of ups
and downs. The British had good relations with the Zand dynasty, and even before that, as long
as no requests were made to them against the Arabs, Arab tribes, and sheikhs. Whenever they
were faced with such requests, they would first respond negatively and, in the second stage,
would provide minimal assistance. This was because their traffic and a large part of their
activity and profits went through the Arabs, who had a significant naval force and fleet. On the
other hand, they did not want the Iranian governments to have much power in the Persian Gulf.
Meanwhile, the relations of the Iranian governments, especially from the Safavids onwards,
with the Arabs were challenging and incompatible. Another problem was that the Iranian
governments did not seek to establish good relations with the Arabs, or at least did not seek to
attract them, and this gave the British a special opportunity.

Conclusion

Thus, the Zand dynasty government seriously faced the phenomenon of European colonialism
in its various and complex forms in the Persian Gulf and its coasts and islands, which will be
examined from various aspects in the following article. Now, the question is, what factors and
mechanisms did Karim Khan Zand's approach and policy towards the presence and intervention
of European states in the Persian Gulf rely on? However, Karim Khan's approach to relations
was more influenced by the multifaceted and complex events and developments, especially
with the Europeans in the Persian Gulf. The choice of Shiraz as the capital showed that Karim
Khan Zand most likely realized that the modern era had no entrance or exit except the sea.
Therefore, considering the density of claimants and the number of events in the south and the
Persian Gulf, he tried to have a relatively more active presence there. Therefore, depending on
the numerous parties present and involved in the Persian Gulf, including local rulers, Arab
sheikhs, tribal leaders and cities, as well as the strong and influential presence of Europeans in
the form of trading companies and naval fleets, Karim Khan began his own political game,
which, while maintaining his power and dominance, avoided getting close to the British. His
approach to relations was to some extent to attract and attract the French and the Indians as
competitors of the British. However, Karim Khan Zand was more interested in his own interests
in the relations. More importantly, Karim Khan had correctly realized a phenomenon called
colonialism, and in view of this, he adopted a kind of policy of firmness and caution, especially
towards England.
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