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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In fact, with the creation of human communities and the formation of institutions of power and
economy, the fire of wars was also ignited, and prisoners of war were exploited to meet material
and non-material needs, and then, with the establishment of laws, this trend continued. Initially,
the classical system of slavery that prevailed in ancient Greece and Rome was formed based on
the Aristotelian worldview, which believed that "people are not equal in talent, understanding
and intelligence, and the Greeks are nobles from other nations, and if they take other nations
into slavery, it is permissible; because free people should spend their leisure time on the duties
of humanity and acquiring knowledge and thinking, and hand over physical work to slaves who
are like animals and instruments. If the instruments worked by themselves, of course, there
would be no need for slaves; in short, slaves are the property of the gods, and they have no
rights over them.” This Aristotelian worldview, which describes slaves as tools, left its mark
after the entry of Greek philosophy into the Islamic world. In this way, slavery became a
common tradition and continued in societies based on class inequality and group discrimination.
Therefore, the most important sources of obtaining slaves were: taking captives from infidels,
buying them from the market, and acquiring the children of parents who were slaves, who were
called captive slaves, gold-purchased slaves, and home-born slaves, respectively; slave traders
(nakhasans) in particular developed the slave trade. According to the discussion, captives who
entered Islamic society were bought and sold based on the advantages they had. In fact, the
education and training of slaves increased their price and value. Among the slaves, there were
women and girls from different classes of society who entered the Islamic world as slaves and
were traded according to their beauty and art and entered the homes of the caliphs, emirs and
other strata of society; those who entered the court of the caliphate often had great influence
and power; otherwise, they took on various roles such as servants, nurses, entertainers,
musicians, cooks, etc. In this way, slaves had an active presence in most areas of life according
to the socio-cultural conditions of the society, so examining their living conditions contributes
greatly to understanding the social and cultural history of that era.

Material & Methods

The present research was conducted based on a combined approach of description and
explanation, and using the method of document analysis related to the subject. The materials
extracted from the researchers' sources and research were organized based on the type of subject
and time sequence, and then the data from the sources was evaluated based on historical criteria
and the accuracy of the materials based on the preference for documents or the reliability of the
narrator. To organize the findings and classify the data, the tools of recording and taking notes
from the sources were used, and the information was examined qualitatively after analysis and
decomposition. The results of this research can be effective in understanding the cultural and
social aspects of the Islamic period.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that, after the death of the Messenger of God (PBUH), the course of
slavery took a different path due to repeated wars and extensive conquests, as well as the large
number of captives and the rulers' distancing from the Prophet's (PBUH) way of life and
methods, and the status of slaves was considered as human goods. Therefore, war and captivity
led to the establishment of the institution of slavery for the purchase and sale of slaves in order
to employ them in production and service work, and after that, with the enactment of laws in
this regard, especially in class societies, this trend continued. In this regard, the institution of
slavery was prevalent among the Arabs of the pre-Islamic period, as well as other nations, and
it continued during the Islamic period, and became more common than before during the time
of the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs, when extensive conquests were made; prisoners of war,
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some of whom had a noble background, entered the Islamic society as slaves and were deprived
of their human rights. Over time, the Arab caliphs, by using educational methods such as
cleansing the past of slaves, such as changing their names and punishing them, even if they
were children, forced them to accept a subordinate and instrumental position, so that they would
always be subordinate and grateful to their owners in all circumstances. Among the slaves, first,
female slaves came to power, who were also called concubines. The slaves who were captured
in the war with the Muslims were from different social classes; they included the daughter of
the king, the emir, the nobles, and ordinary people.

Conclusion

As a result, the slaves who entered the court of the Caliphate, some of whom were endowed
with perfection and beauty, gained a superior position as seriya; most of the caliphs and their
children were born into slave families, and their lineages changed. In addition, although the
slaves had a lower status than the wives of the owners; they did not have the restrictions of free
women and were not confined to the fence of the house and completely obedient; poetry and
music were the monopoly of the slaves, and in fact, the Arabs' interest in music caused the
slaves to learn the techniques of singing, in addition to the subject of the poets' poetry. Since
teaching singing required memorizing Arabic folk poems, teaching literary techniques also
became popular, and the slaves advanced so much in this area that they themselves wrote poetry
and invented original themes. Thus, the slaves played an important role in the development of
music, literature and fine arts, or as the Arabs called them, high manners, which added to their
value. Also, in many cases, they were the companions of the owner; this created an emotional
relationship between the slave and the owner, and on the other hand, it reduced the free woman's
connection with her husband and children. Therefore, women were forced to retreat into
seclusion, lost their self-respect, and accepted all kinds of oppression and humiliation.
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