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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the Second World War, the issue of genocide—and particularly the fate of the Jews in
France—became one of the most significant and contentious topics in contemporary history.
The emergence of organized violence and inhumane policies under the Vichy regime, which
maintained a structural alignment with Nazi Germany’s anti-Jewish measures, not only
highlights the catastrophic dimensions of this period but also underscores the urgent need for
historical and analytical re-examination of these events. From this perspective, an investigation
into the role of France’s domestic political institutions, alongside the pressures and exigencies
of the international system, is indispensable for a precise understanding of this historical epoch.
This study initially seeks to clarify the social and political conditions of Jews in France by analyzing
the policies and responses of the Vichy regime, grounding the analysis in historical documents and
sources. The widespread oppression and persecution endured by Jews in the years preceding the
war as well as during the Second World War were not merely a threat to their physical existence;
they also laid the groundwork for the emergence of a global discourse aimed at exposing anti-Jewish
policies and critiquing the structures complicit with Nazism. Within this framework; revisiting the
policies of the Vichy regime as part of the history of state responsibility for mass atrocities acquires
particular importance. Indeed, adopting an analytical-historical approach, this study examines
Vichy regime policies toward Jews while simultaneously considering the responses and stances of
transregional actors—most notably the United States—in the face of these developments. The
article is structured around three main axes: first, the social and political situation of Jews in France
prior to the Second World War; second, an analysis of the conduct and policies of the Vichy regime
under Nazi German influence during the war; and third, the reaction and position of the United
States regarding anti-Jewish policies and their postwar consequences, with particular attention to
how the emergence and expansion of the Zionist movement influenced American foreign policy
orientation. The present study is based on a comparative analysis of multilingual sources—Arabic,
English, French, and Italian. This linguistic diversity enables an examination of the question of
French Jews and the role of the United States from multiple intellectual, political, and historical
perspectives. Among the Arabic sources, Shaker Nouri’s work, The Zionist Movement in France
from the Dreyfus Affair to the Present, focuses on the evolution of Zionism within the context of
French political history, offering an analytical background for understanding the nexus between the
Jewish question and the dynamics of transatlantic powers. Similarly, Tawfiq Abubakr’s The United
States of America and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, by examining overarching U.S. policies toward
Jewish and Zionist issues, provides a theoretical framework for analyzing America’s role in
European developments, particularly in France. In the domain of French sources, Romain Duper’s
Le Temps vécu des Juifs en France pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale concentrates on the lived
experience of French Jews during the war, reconstructing the social, cultural, and psychological
dimensions of the period and enabling connections to be drawn between domestic French
developments and international policies. The use of this work helps the present study move beyond
apurely political level of analysis to attend to the human and historical layers of the issue. Together,
these works—along with other thematically related sources—form the theoretical and analytical
framework of the present study and provide a basis for examining the historical role of the United
States in developments related to the Jewish question in France within a multidimensional and
interdisciplinary context.

Material & Methods

The present study seeks to examine the influence of human, economic, and geopolitical factors
on the foreign policy orientation of the United States by elucidating the theoretical and
intellectual foundations of U.S. political decision-making. The research methodology employed
in this study is based on the description and analysis of a historical event.
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Results and discussion

Examining and analyzing the United States’ foreign policy regarding the issue of Jews in France
during World War II is not merely aimed at identifying the country’s ideological or religious
perspectives but rather reflects a historical approach to the study of international relations,
highlighting the role of the U.S. in shaping the political trajectory of nations based on its
strategic interests and objectives. This study seeks to investigate the influence of human,
economic, and geopolitical factors on the orientation of U.S. foreign policy by explaining the
theoretical and intellectual foundations of American political decision-making. In this context,
the situation of French Jews at different stages of World War Il and the behavior of the Vichy
government toward them are analyzed to show that a significant part of the anti-Jewish policies
in France was rooted in structural collaboration with Nazi Germany. The findings indicate that
during the early stages of the war, the United States adopted an ambiguous and indecisive stance
toward these developments; however, in the final stages of the war, coinciding with the growing
influence of Zionist movements in the U.S., Washington’s policy gradually shifted toward
indirect support for the idea of establishing a national state for the Jews in Palestine.

Conclusion

After the end of the Second World War, European Jews, through extensive cooperation with
the United States, were able to carry out a large-scale organization to support survivors and
facilitate their emigration. Thousands of survivors were transferred to safe zones, while many
others saved their lives with financial and humanitarian assistance. Concurrently, efforts were
made to support Jews worldwide—particularly in the United States—in order to establish a
cohesive and organized community in Palestine and to restore the rights of war survivors in
Europe (Ford, 2013: 179). These actions aimed to attract Washington’s attention and secure
financial, humanitarian, and political backing, thereby making possible the reconstruction of
Jewish communities in Europe and migration to Palestine. European Jews also sought to
demonstrate that the harm and oppression inflicted upon them should be redressed through
organized international action, and that the United States and its allied governments bore
responsibility for their protection. In France as well, coordinated efforts were undertaken to
repatriate survivors and collect aid, enabling Jews to benefit from American support. These
measures included identifying needs, gathering financial and humanitarian assistance, and
establishing support networks for survivors. During this period, the United States pursued two
major approaches: (1) supporting European Jews to prevent further violence and ensure their
security; and (2) facilitating Jewish migration to Palestine and creating social and political
structures for the Zionist community. These policies were significant not only for Jews but also
for global security and stability, serving as an example of international cooperation to address
the consequences of World War 11 and Nazi policies. Jewish organizations and associations in
Europe and the United States played a key role in providing financial resources and social
support for survivors. Through these organizations, the United States facilitated protective and
migratory measures. These programs included support for the reconstruction of Jewish
communities, asset management, and assistance with legal migration to Palestine, ultimately
leading to the creation of an extensive network for the protection of Jewish rights.
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