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The clergy, as an important class with different attitudes, played a significant role
in the formation of the Iranian Constitutional Revolution and the Great French
Revolution. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to answer the question: What
were the most important similarities and differences between the clergy in the
Iranian Constitutional Revolution and the Great French Revolution? In these two
revolutions, the Iranian and French clergy, considering that they were from the
main and influential classes of society, tried to maintain their status among the
people and adjust the direction of the revolution towards their intended goals,
which could be their similarity. However, the difference between them was that the
clergy in Iran took the lead in the revolution and emphasized the implementation
of Sharia laws and implemented the necessary changes in the parliament and the
constitutional law. However, in France, the clergy lost its main position due to the
lack of a reliable popular base, and the laws in that country's parliament were
formulated by liberals, and no place was considered for Sharia laws and the
implementation of the opinions of the clergy. This article examines the dimensions
and angles of this issue using a comparative method based on description and
analysis. The research findings show that Iranian clerics wanted a constitution
based on Islamic laws, considering the social structure of Iranian society, but in
France, constitutionalists, considering the humanist culture of Europe, separated
religion from politics. Thus, the role of the clergy in this event was diminished.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article compares the approaches of the Iranian clergy in the Constitutional Revolution with
those of the clergy in the Great French Revolution and examines their consequences. The reason
for choosing this topic is that the clergy class, considering the social structure of Iranian society,
has always played a significant role in influencing people's thoughts throughout history,
especially during the Qajar period and after the tobacco concession was banned under the
leadership of Mirza Shirzai, the Shiite clergy, as progressive leaders, guided different segments
of society and brought the Constitutional Revolution to fruition. By writing treatises, they
introduced constitutionalism in accordance with Islamic law and had a positive stance towards
this important event.

However, a minority of this community also viewed it with a negative attitude, but the great
clerics in practice changed the authoritarian system by mobilizing the people, and as a result,
after the revolution, they strongly emphasized the religious nature of its achievements so that
the legitimacy of the constitution would not be lost. The class system also dominated the society
of that country on the eve of the Great French Revolution (1789). In the meantime, the clergy
class was at the top and enjoyed great power and had many privileges in their hands. Therefore,
when the third class, that is, the lower classes of society, revolted against the interests of the
nobility and the upper classes, the clergy did not react well, but due to the pressure of the people,
they finally surrendered and lost many privileges. Finally, considering the European structure
of French society, they separated religion from politics, unlike the Iranian Constitutional
Revolution. Although the French Revolution preceded the Iranian Constitutional Revolution,
since it had a certain influence on the thoughts of Iranian freethinkers and some clerics, it is
possible to examine the performance of the clergy class in both revolutions in a comparative
manner.

Material & Methods
This article examines the dimensions and angles of this issue using a comparative method based
on description and analysis, as well as using reliable historical sources.

Results and discussion

The research findings show that Iranian clerics wanted a constitution based on Islamic laws,
considering the social structure of Iranian society, but in France, constitutionalists, considering
the humanist culture of Europe, separated religion from politics. Thus, the role of the clergy in
this event was diminished.

Conclusion

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution and the French Revolution are considered to be social
revolutions that brought about rapid and fundamental changes in the political, economic, and
social structure of society, in which the lower classes of society rose up to eliminate injustice,
financial corruption, and tyranny of the government. The French Revolution, due to its scope,
became the forerunner of revolutions in some countries, so that the intellectuals and educated
classes of these societies, considering the social and political structure of their country,
benefited from its ideals to the extent possible. Iranians were no exception to this rule, and they
became familiar with the truth of the revolution through books and the press, and of course,
they tried to follow its example by considering the conditions of the society.

Meanwhile, the role of the clergy in popular mobilization was significant. Unlike the French,
who had intellectuals at the top of the pyramid of struggle and had isolated and marginalized
the clergy, and thus advanced their revolution, prominent Iranian clerics, as the main leaders,
along with intellectual elements, were able to benefit from the people's deep dissatisfaction with
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Iran's entry into the new era and the numerous defeats from foreign forces and their colonialism,
which was also accompanied by internal tyranny and thus created a deep conflict, and
strengthen the revolutionary spirit in them.

Meanwhile, the clergy, which before the promotion of constitutionalism could only be
categorized from a religious perspective and interpretations, was then faced with new issues in
the areas of freedom, law, security, and social justice, and therefore declared its position on
each of them. The Constitutional Revolution, which was considered the starting point of Iran's
entry into the new era, caused a great gap to form between political forces, including the clergy,
in relation to tradition, modernity, and revolution. In this regard, major divisions emerged
among the clergy, which can be divided into three groups: Sharia-oriented, justice-oriented, and
religious modernists.

Although a number of traditional scholars opposed the constitution, the majority joined the
movement and helped advance the movement's goals with religious and reckless fatwas, and
they proposed freedom, equality, and separation of powers, and considered it in accordance
with Islamic law. In France, the social movement was ideologically the embodiment of the
ideals of the liberal school and was led by the capitalist class, especially modern intellectuals,
who abandoned the feudal system, aristocracy, and the power of the clergy in society, and thus
the country underwent transformations. In fact, the humanist spirit that had its roots in the
European Renaissance era penetrated France. They promoted secularism by separating religion
from politics, unlike the Iranian revolutionaries, but like the Iranians, they suffered a crisis
because they did not benefit from a unified thought. The church also lost its privileges and no
longer gained serious power.
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