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In the present study, focusing on the principle of the “dynamic and enduring relationship
between environment and behavior,” the phenomenon of war is examined as one of the
undeniable characteristics of the Age of Ignorance (Jahiliyyah) in Hijaz. The importance
of investigating the phenomenon of war during this period is such that it plays a significant
role in understanding the transformations of that era. Given the significance of the subject,
the main research question is: what influence did natural and climatic factors have on the
groundwork and occurrence of conflicts in the Jahiliyyah period? This article examines
the hypothesis that the environmental characteristics and natural features of Hijaz had a
considerable impact on social developments, particularly with regard to wars and battles
in the region. The research method is historical-analytical, based on library sources
(historical and geographical), through which relevant data and the research hypothesis are
analyzed. The findings, which emphasize environmental influence rather than
determinism, indicate that the nature and geography of Hijaz had a notable impact on the
formation and configuration of a specific type of social structure and political fabric in the
region. Adverse climatic conditions, the scarcity of fertile natural resources, minimal
utilization of the region’s connective position, the lack of natural attractions, and other
such factors greatly influenced the formation of their cognitive, communicational, and
livelihood systems. Living in a harsh and impoverished natural environment, along with
the absence of sustained contact with surrounding societies, also gave rise to a
corresponding moral and behavioral system. The findings suggest that the poor and harsh
geography of Hijaz—not deterministically but as a primary groundwork factor—led to
the formation of a tribal structure, a livelihood based on plunder, and ultimately the
frequent occurrence of prolonged wars.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In examining the cultural and social developments of pre-Islamic Hejaz, two prominent
characteristics exist which are interconnected. One is the occurrence of numerous wars, and the
second is the specific geographical and climatic features of Hejaz. Among all nations and
societies, the existence of war and the occurrence of conflict is self-evident, and almost all of
them have a history of it. However, in Hejaz, particularly in the Jahiliyya era (Age of Ignorance),
the occurrence of successive wars and frequent conflicts expanded to such an extent that it became
one of the distinctive cultural and social characteristics of this period. In such a way that, in
examining and explaining the social characteristics of the pre-Islamic Jahili Arabs, the topic of
‘war, conflict, and rebellion’ is considered among the keywords that are at the forefront of issues.
The prominence of this phenomenon is such that with the mention of the Jahiliyya period, one of
the most significant interpretations that comes to mind is the intense inclination of the Hejaz
inhabitants towards war and adopting the path of combat and militarism. The minor and major
tribal wars in Hejaz were a phenomenon whose formation and expansion were related to various
causes and factors. One of the important factors is the natural and climatic features of that region,
which had a relatively great impact on the formation of social structure, political interactions, and
consequently their way of life and livelihood. This matter proved influential and played a role in
the emergence of wars and the occurrence of violence. Resource scarcity, heat and aridity of the
air, unfavorable natural conditions, and weakness in establishing continuous communication with
the surroundings caused them to be placed in a self-imposed confinement and constantly engage
in clashing and confronting each other. Therefore, the role and influence of natural, geographical,
and environmental features in the formation of this situation was important. This research
attempts to address the influence of geographical features on the formation of the social culture
of Hejaz inhabitants and its impact on the occurrence of Jahili battles.

Material & Methods
The method of this research is historical-analytical, relying on library sources (historical and
geographical).

Results and discussion

In each geographical region, according to its natural resources and features, the way of life and
type of livelihood of people is largely shaped in accordance with that same situation. This matter
is effective in producing a specific type of behavioral patterns and socio-cultural structure, such
that it also leads to the differentiation of societies. The environment is a complex and composite
concept with various dimensions. The more accurately the environment and place are
understood, the better the understanding of phenomena and developments that have occurred
within that context. In the Hejaz region, the factor of nature (scarcity of water and fertile soil)
had a great impact on shaping a specific type of behavior and social life there, which manifested
in the emergence of a series of endless battles and conflicts, and the occurrence of violence and
perpetual disputes. Furthermore, numerous and scattered tribes, given the limitations of
favorable natural resources, existed in a fragile situation relative to one another. The Hejazi
tribes and nomads, rather than thinking and acting toward establishing regular and continuous social
and economic relations with neighboring nations, were engaged in repeated encroachments and
raids on the border areas of surrounding states. The combination of the above factors led to the
social spirit and cultural characteristics of the Arabs remaining static without dynamism or progress
at that same tribal level, and the radius of their thought and understanding became confined within
the narrow circle of the tribe. This self-imposed confinement rendered their social and political
culture vulnerable, made their lives stagnant, and rendered inter-tribal relations fragile. The harsh
and impoverished nature, the limited communication and very low level of relations of the Hejazis
with neighboring nations, and the tribal life brought important consequences and effects on the
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social and human issues of that region, the crystallization of which manifested in the weakness of
reasoning, analysis, and problem-solving based on the tradition of dialogue for logically confronting
current events. For this reason, and due to the internalization of a spirit of aggression in the pre-
Islamic Jahili Arabs, in many cases, upon the occurrence of a minor issue, disputes would ignite,
and conflicts would form. The Jahili Arab would forbid women, wine, and perfume until he had
taken revenge on his rivals. According to the logic of the Jahili Arab, war was considered the sole
and primary option by which all minor and major matters were decided. When the Jahili Arab
decided on war and revenge, he imagined no way back. In current events, they considered the sword
more valid and effective than any other option for resolving issues. The Ayyam al- ‘Arab (Days of
the Arabs) is among the subjects that was common in Hejaz during the Jahiliyya era and
demonstrates the extensive wars, warlike disposition, and continuous disputes among the Arabs,
such that they recall it with pride-numerous conflicts that would quickly ignite over trivial pretexts.

Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that there was a logical and influential relationship
between the geography of Hejaz and the phenomenon of war in the Jahiliyya era. The
developments of Hejaz in the Jahiliyya period represent one of the most important historical
junctures that clearly demonstrates the connection and influence between geographical and
natural features and the formation of the livelihood system, relations, and social structure of
that region. The combination and reciprocal influence of geographical and social factors caused
the social structure, communication system, and livelihood of the inhabitants of Hejaz to also
flow within a specific framework. The totality of natural factors such as hot and scorching
climate, poor nature, scarcity of pastures and fertile lands, vast deserts, low humidity,
insufficient and limited water resources, etc., left a lasting and significant impact on the
formation of the social and behavioral system of Hejaz. In the harsh nature and poor
environment (in natural terms), behaviors appropriate to it were also shaped. The spread of
conflicts and the emergence of the phenomenon of war were among its consequences. In a
situation of resource scarcity, numerous tribes, and the absence of a political structure
regulating beyond the tribe, the occurrence of conflict over the possession of limited resources
was natural. This issue was particularly and extensively overshadowed by the survival of the
tribe. Harsh competition and constant struggle for living and survival were a reality that
emerged due to natural factors and permeated their social and political culture. The natural
characteristics of Hejaz caused the inhabitants of the surrounding region as well not to make
effective efforts to establish continuous communication with the peripheral areas of the
peninsula. In a situation of non-communication with other regions, they lived in an isolationist
state, disputes arose, and minor and major conflicts developed. The lasting influence of the role
of geography in creating the communication and social system of Hejaz prevented them from
transcending the primary natural influences on behavior and entering new stages of social life.
The result of this was the production and intensification of disputes, which manifested in the
form of a series of minor and major battles and conflicts. The outcome of the resulting situation
was that 'war and plunder' became manifest as a prominent phenomenon in their social life.
Hostility and conflict became a usual and conventional matter in that society.
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