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The "women's issue" in Iran was first raised with the arrival of Western
modernity. Especially after the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, the
"women's issue" became an important concept in Iranian intellectual circles.
Since the intellectuals of the Constitutional Era, as the first generation of
Iranian intellectuals, were the first group to address the "women's issue™ in
Iran from the perspective of modernist ideas, their views on this issue are of
particular importance. This importance is due both to the influence that these
views had on subsequent generations of intellectuals in Iran and to their role
in creating a lasting debate and difference between modernist and
traditionalist views on the status of women in the constitutional era and
thereafter. Given the importance of this issue, the present study attempts to
answer the question, "What views did the first generation of Iranian
intellectuals have regarding women? by focusing on the positions and
opinions of four of the main representatives of the first generation of Iranian
intellectuals (Malkom Khan, Akhundzadeh, Talibof, and Agha Khan
Kermani). The research findings show that the status of women was one of
the main issues of concern to the first generation of Iranian intellectuals and
one of the main issues of disagreement between modernist and traditionalist
intellectuals in Iran during the Constitutional Era. On the one hand,
intellectuals, influenced by modernist ideas, for the first time called for a
change in the status of women and considered this change a "necessity for
progress” in Iran. On the other hand, traditionalists considered the
intellectuals' ideas about women to “promote corruption,” and this was one
of the main reasons for the emergence of the tendency to oppose the
constitutional system. This research will examine the attitude of the first
generation of Iranian intellectuals about the status of women, based on an
analytical-descriptive approach and using the qualitative method of analyzing
historical documents.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The first generation of Iranian intellectuals was a major factor in the development of the new
state that was established after the Constitutional Revolution. The early Iranian intellectuals
were the first representatives of new ideas, especially liberalism, secularism, and modernism.
The main demands of these intellectuals were to renew Iran's national identity and traditions,
to prohibit clerical interference in politics, to establish a new constitutional system in the
European style, to establish new political institutions based on national sovereignty, and to
create the foundations of a modern national state. In fact, the intellectual ground for the
Constitutional Revolution in Iran was prepared as a result of the dissemination of the ideas of
the early intellectuals. Consequent to the arrival of modernity in Iran, the traditionally accepted
role of women underwent significant problematization. What was formerly regarded as a
customary and natural social arrangement was increasingly scrutinized, shifting the domestic
and public status of women into a contested intellectual arena.

The first generation of Iranian intellectuals severely criticized the status of women in the Qajar
era and believed that as long as women in Iranian society were in an unequal situation and did
not enjoy personal and social rights, they were always oppressed and discriminated against,
there was no solution for their social liberation, and this society would remain backward, and
there was no way for its progress. The intellectuals of this period attempted to present an
advanced and admirable image of European women and introduce the only way to save Iranian
women from their unworthy situation, which was to model themselves on Western women. In
general, polygamy, hijab and legal and social discrimination were important issues that were
criticized by first-generation intellectuals.

Since the intellectuals of the Constitutional Era were the first group to address the issue of
women in Iran from the perspective of modernist ideas, their views are of particular importance.
This importance is both in terms of the impact that these views had on subsequent generations
of intellectuals in Iran and in terms of its role in creating a lasting debate and difference between
modernist and traditionalist views on the issue of women in the Constitutional Era and
afterwards. In fact, in the Constitutional Era, one of the main reasons for the formation of the
group of legalists who opposed the demands of constitutionalism was this disagreement on the
issue of women. Given the importance of this issue, the present study attempts to examine the
positions and views of the first generation of Iranian intellectuals about the status of women.

Material & Methods

This research will examine the attitude of the first generation of Iranian intellectuals towards
the status of women, based on an analytical-descriptive approach and using the qualitative
method of analyzing historical documents.

Results and discussion

Basically, not only in Iran but also in all parts of the world, the entry of women into politics is
a manifestation of modernity and a newly emerging phenomenon. In Iran, too, the reaction
against the traditional status of women dates back to the early twentieth century, especially the
Constitutionalist movement. Before the Constitutionalist era, the patriarchal culture of
traditional Iranian society did not allow women to be active and participate in politics. After
the Constitutionalist era, women's activities became more widespread.

Thus, the issue of women in Iran was raised for the first time with the arrival of Western
modernity in Iran. Especially after the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, the issue of women
became an important and fundamental issue in Iranian intellectual circles. The first generation
of Iranian intellectuals, as a group that promoted modern ideas in Iran, paid special attention to
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the issue of women. Due to their familiarity with Western civilization, these intellectuals
constantly compared the position of women in the East and in Islamic societies in general with
that in the West.

The social and political status of women in Iran and the efforts to change this status were one
of the central issues of the first generation of intellectuals in Iran. These intellectuals considered
changing the status of Iranian women as a requirement for progress. This view led to a strong
reaction from traditionalists. They believed that the modernists' attitude towards women was
completely contrary to Islamic principles and considered it a conspiracy that would lead to the
spread of corruption and the breakdown of social foundations. This debate over the issue of
women has turned this issue into a political issue, meaning that each of the modernist and
traditionalist movements that have seized political power at some point in Iranian history has
tried to implement and put into practice their ideas and views regarding women. In this way,
women have been one of the main topics of political and intellectual debates and the main
arenas for exercising power from the time of the Constitution to the present day.

The present study discusses the thoughts of four of the main representatives of the first
generation of Iranian intellectuals regarding the issue of women.

Conclusion

Essentially, not only in Iran, but in all parts of the world, the entry of women into politics is a
manifestation of modernity and an emerging phenomenon. In Iran, too, the history of the
reaction against the traditional status of women dates back to the early 20th century, especially
the constitutional movement. The first thoughts and ideas regarding the issue of women in Iran
were raised with the arrival of Western modernity. Especially after the Constitutional
Revolution in Iran, the "women's issue™ became an important and fundamental issue in Iranian
intellectual circles. For example, Akhundzadeh, an intellectual of the Constitutional Era in Iran,
supports equal rights for women and men and emphasizes improving the status of women.
Mirza Agha Khan Kermani also had a modern view of the status and role of women in Iran.
Constitutional intellectuals critically analyzed and examined many issues related to women,
including polygamy and legal and social discrimination. Perhaps the most important impact of
modernity on constitutional intellectuals was that it changed their perception of the concept of
justice. These modernists wanted equal rights for men and women in all areas of society. They
believed that the silence and exploitation of women was one of the important factors of
backwardness in society and called for the elimination of gender inequality between men and
women. In most of their writings, women face two-sided oppression: first, from some parts of
the society's culture that considers women as the second sex, a means of exploitation, and
second, from the class culture that blocks women from education and intellectual advancement.
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