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Kerman.

Kerman, the largest province of Iran, is located in the southeastern part of the
Iranian Plateau and has long been regarded as one of the major centers of
civilization and historical development in this region. Archaeological evidence
recovered from sites such as Tepe Eblis, Tepe Yahya, Shahdad, and Jiroft
attests to the ancient background and long-standing significance of this land.
The aim of the present study is to elucidate the position of the historical
geography of Kerman within the political, administrative, and economic
structure of the Achaemenid Empire and to examine its role in the development
of the eastern Iranian Plateau. This research is conducted using the historical
method and a descriptive—analytical approach, based on library research and
the analysis of historical and geographical sources, as well as Achaemenid
inscriptions. The findings of the study indicate that, due to its distinctive
geographical position between Persis, Parthia, Gedrosia, and the Persian Gulf,
Kerman played an effective role in the political, economic, and communication
networks of the Achaemenid Empire. Furthermore, this region was initially part
of the province of Persis; however, following the political transformations of
the reign of Darius I, it gradually emerged as an administrative unit distinct
from Persis within the framework of the Achaemenid satrapal system. The
contribution of this study lies in presenting an integrated analysis of the
relationship between geography and politics in Achaemenid-period Kerman
and in clarifying the position of this region within the administrative structure
of the empire. Among the limitations of the research are the dispersion of
historical data and the scarcity of direct sources concerning the precise
boundaries and administrative organization of Kerman during the Achaemenid
period.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Historical geography, as a branch of geographical studies, examines the impact of the natural
and human environment on the course of historical events, political and economic
transformations, and changes in territorial boundaries. Studying the historical geography of a
region—particularly areas with a long-standing past such as Kerman—can provide clear insight
into its role within former political and economic structures. Kerman, today known as the
largest province of Iran, possesses a rich historical and cultural background. Numerous
archaeological remains, including Tepe Yahya, Qal‘eh Dokhtar, Qal‘eh Ardeshir, the Bam
Citadel, and the Rayen Citadel, attest to the long-standing significance of this land. Greek and
Roman historical sources such as Strabo, Pliny, and Ammianus Marcellinus also described
Kerman as a fertile region endowed with abundant resources. During the Achaemenid period,
Kerman—referred to in contemporary sources as Boutia and later known as Carmania—
constituted part of the fourteenth satrapy of this vast empire and held considerable political and
economic importance. Evidence of this significance includes the use of timber from this region
by Darius the Great in the construction of the palaces of Susa and Persepolis, as well as the
exile of Nabonidus, the defeated king of Babylon, to Kerman. Despite this importance,
comprehensive and analytical studies addressing the interrelationship between Kerman’s
natural, economic, and human geography and its political role during the Achaemenid era
remain limited and fragmented. Therefore, it is necessary to re-examine the historical
geography of Kerman while closely analyzing the political developments and strategic position
of this region within the Achaemenid Empire. The principal research question of the present
study is: How did the characteristics of Kerman’s historical geography influence its political
and economic status during the Achaemenid period, and what role did this land play within the
policies and structure of the Achaemenid Empire? The aim of the research is to analyze and
reconstruct the historical geography of Kerman during this period and to examine the
relationship between natural, economic, and human conditions and its political and
administrative transformations.

This research employs the historical method with a descriptive—analytical approach, based on
library research and the analysis of historical and geographical sources as well as Achaemenid
inscriptions.

The examination of Kerman’s historical geography during the Achaemenid period
demonstrates that, owing to its geographical position, natural resources, and strategic role, this
region occupied a key place within the imperial structure. The division between the arid and
impoverished northern areas and the fertile southern regions not only shaped settlement and
agricultural patterns but also influenced Achaemenid economic and military policies. The
mineral resources and fertile soils of southern Kerman supplied essential raw materials to the
empire and carried symbolic significance, as reflected in the use of timber from this region in
the royal constructions of Persepolis and Susa, underscoring Kerman’s economic and cultural
role in imperial projects.

Analysis of inscriptions and historical sources indicates that Kerman, as the fourteenth satrapy
under the designation Boutia, played a strategic role within the Achaemenid satrapal network.
Human, financial, and natural resources from this region were transferred to the imperial
capitals and other satrapies, transforming Kerman into a crucial node in maintaining the
political and economic cohesion of the empire. Moreover, its position as a corridor between
central Iran and the eastern territories enhanced its strategic importance in controlling trade
routes and securing frontier regions.

Politically, Kerman’s role extended beyond resource provision. The exile of Nabonidus, the
defeated Babylonian king, to this region illustrates its importance in Achaemenid policies aimed
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at consolidating power and controlling subject populations. This action reflects Kerman’s
strategic status as a remote yet vital region within imperial calculations.

Economically, the analysis of historical geography reveals that Kerman, with its mineral wealth,
fertile soils, and limited agricultural capacity, played an effective role in meeting the needs of
the empire. The arid and less productive northern half also functioned as a natural defensive
frontier, protecting the imperial core and hindering incursions by hostile tribes.

Overall, the study of Kerman’s historical—-political developments during the Achaemenid era
shows that this land simultaneously fulfilled economic, political, and strategic functions,
strengthening connections between the imperial center and its frontier regions. Given its
geographical features, economic resources, and strategic location, Kerman was not merely part
of the imperial economic network but played a crucial role in ensuring Achaemenid political
stability and cohesion.

Thus, the study of Kerman’s historical geography allows for a more precise understanding of
this region’s position within Achaemenid economic and political policies. The findings
demonstrate that, through its natural and human characteristics, Kerman functioned as a
connective bridge, an economic resource base, and a strategic hub, playing a vital role in
maintaining the coherence and effectiveness of the empire. This research emphasizes that the
simultaneous analysis of historical geography and political history is key to understanding the
relationship between the natural environment and political transformations in ancient Iranian
history and clarifies the significance of Kerman within the broader Achaemenid network.
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