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The rise of the Safavid state is considered the beginning of a new era in
Iran's political, cultural, and social developments. The formalization of
Shiism and the formation of a national state were the most important fruits
of this great transformation, which was also reflected in the widespread use
of Shiite slogans and the Persian language in the texts of the coins of the
Safavid kings. Persian poetry constitutes an important part of the
inscriptions on Safavid coins because the Safavid kings included their titles,
as well as their Shiite beliefs, in the form of Persian poetry on their coins,
which is considered an innovation of the Safavid era. The present study
seeks to examine the Persian poems written on the coins of the Safavid
kings and to determine the reasons for mentioning these poems on these
coins. The aim of this research is to demonstrate the application of
numismatic studies in recognizing developments in the Safavid era. This
research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and its
information was collected using library resources. The results of this
research show that due to the widespread popularity of poetry in Safavid
society, they used Persian poems in their coin inscriptions, and some of
these poems reflect some of the political, cultural, and religious
developments of this era. Also, until the era of Mohammad Khodabandeh,
rare coins from the Safavids contained Persian poems, but from the era of
Abbas |1 until the end of this reign, Persian verses were written on Safavid
coins in great abundance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The emergence of the Safavid state led to the formalization of Shiism and the creation of
national unity in Iran, and the symbols of these developments were widely reflected in the texts
of Safavid coins. Writing Shiite slogans and using the Persian language in coinage texts are
examples of this. An interesting innovation of the Safavids in this regard is the use of Persian
poetry in the texts of the coins, because the titles of the Safavid kings, as well as their religious
beliefs, were inscribed in Persian poetry on the coins of this era. This research seeks to analyze
Persian poems engraved on the coins of the Safavid kings. Ismail | expressed his devotion and
love for Imam Ali and some mystical themes by writing several poems on rare varieties of his
coins. Ismail 11, who had Sunni leanings, also tried to announce and justify his intended changes
in the religious arena by including poetry on his coins. His successor, Mohammad
Khodabandeh, declared the continuation of the Safavid Shiite beliefs by including a poem on
one of his coins that expressed the dependence of the Safavid government on the government
of Imam Zaman. From the era of Shah Abbas 11, the use of poetry in the texts of Safavid coins
became more widespread, so that the titles of Safavid kings and their religious beliefs were
expressed in most cases using poetry on the texts of coins. This continued until the end of the
Safavid rule and is even seen in the coins of the Safavid survivors, who were nominally and
ostensibly seated on the throne by rulers and claimants to power. The aim of this research is to
demonstrate the application of numismatic studies in recognizing developments in the Safavid
era.

Material & Methods
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, and its data was collected
using library resources.

Results and discussion

During the reign of Ismail |1 to Mohammad Khodabandeh, Persian poetry was written in the
texts of a limited number of coins of the Safavid kings, which seems small compared to the
later period. Ismail | displayed some mystical and Shiite concepts in the form of Persian poems
on three rare types of his coins, thus attributing his rise to power to the attention of Imam Ali
and divine vision. During the reign of Ismail Il Safavid, who favored Sunni Islam and removed
Shiite symbols from coins, the verse " If there are Imams from the East to the West of the world,
Ali and her descendants are enough for us. * was written on coins to prevent Shiite opposition
and further escalation. His successor, Muhammad Khodabandeh, inscribed a poem on a type of
her coins, the content of which expressed the dependence of the Safavid government on the
government of Sahib al-Zaman. This can be interpreted as Muhammad Khodabandeh seeking
to erase the rift that had arisen in the Shiite beliefs of the Safavids during the reign of Shah
Ismail Il. During the reign of Abbas Il until the final collapse of the Safavid government, the
titles, titles, and Shiite beliefs of the Safavids were reflected extensively on Safavid coins in the
form of Persian verses, such that this action can be considered an important innovation of the
Safavids in coinage. In the verses engraved on the coins of this period, new expressions and
terms such as "Saheb- garan", "Kalb Ali", "Zawar Imam", "Rab al-Mashreqin", "Din Parvar",
"Mulk Sulayman" and "Sani Saheb qaran " are observed, each of which was used to
symbolically express some of the titles, epithets and developments of the Safavid era. Some of
these terms, such as "Kaleb Ali", reflect the Extremist beliefs of the Safavid kings, and others,
such as "Zawar Imam", can be considered indicative of the evolution of the concept of
pilgrimage during the Safavid era. Also, the reference to the Safavid lineage of the Safavid
kings in coins minted by the Safavid survivors in the period after the invasion of the Ghiljt
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Afghans shows that until the second half of the 12th century AH, affiliation with the Safavid
dynasty was an influential factor in gaining political legitimacy, to the extent that the Safavid
survivors continued to use this as one of the slogans on their coins.

Conclusion

Persian poetry is an important part of the phrases engraved on the coins of the Safavid kings
and is considered one of the innovations in the inscriptions on Iranian coins from the Islamic
era to the Safavid era. Due to the expansion and prosperity of poetry in the society of this era
and among the common people, the Safavids used this literary format in the texts of their coins
to advertise and promote their desired themes. The emergence of Persian poems on the coins of
the Safavid kings can be divided into two periods, which include the era of Ismail | to
Mohammad Khodabandeh and the era of Abbas Il to the collapse of this government. The
second period also includes the era of the Safavids' survivors, who were nominally and
outwardly enthroned by rulers and claimants to power, and coins were minted with their names.
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