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Extended Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran is a perfect embodiment of a social and political movement.
Many sociologists and scientists have tried to understand the favorable conditions and causes
of the Islamic Revolution using theories of revolution. However, few studies have attempted to
present a theory arising from the experience of the revolution's activists to explain the
dimensions of a theoretical model. The main actors of revolutions, who sometimes become the
main managers after the revolution, present theories about the internal causes of the formation
of revolutions that, in most cases, are not consistent with existing theories.

In order to fill the scientific gap in the country and using the words of Ayatollah Khamenei as
a model, this research examines the thoughts of that figure regarding the role of the
Constitutional Movement in the Islamic Revolution. The purpose of this research is to examine
the role of the Constitutional Movement in the Islamic Revolution and present a model from
the perspective of the leadership in this field. The main question of the research is what elements
of constitutionalism were present in the formation of the Islamic Revolution from the
perspective of the leadership? The methodology of this article is qualitative; specifically, it is
fundamental research of a descriptive-exploratory type. To examine the role of the
Constitutional Movement in the Islamic Revolution from the perspective of Ayatollah
Khamenei, the method of content analysis has been used. To collect and identify themes related
to the Constitutional Movement, first, the theoretical foundations and different perspectives of
Western experts have been examined in recent years. Then, by examining and studying the
speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei, related themes were extracted and coded. The results of the
research show that this pattern has three dominant themes: the leadership of the Constitutional
Movement and its identity with eleven dimensions, the deviation and failure of the
Constitutional Movement with nine, and the consequences of the failure of the Constitutional
Movement with five dimensions. The relationships between these themes are also presented in
the form of a general pattern. It seems that the Supreme Leader has placed Sheikh Fazlullah
Nouri and Ayatollah Behbahani on the same side of history and has analyzed the late Sheikh
Fazlullah Nouri, the late Seyyed Abdullah Behbahani, and the late Seyyed Mohammad
Tabatabaei in the same vein, while each of these individuals had a different perspective on the
Constitution. The Sheikh was first a supporter of constitutionalism, and then became a staunch
opponent of it. In the grip of the fever of the revolution, few people thought about investigating
the motivations and analyzing the psychological and faith development of the Sheikh. He was
arrested and hanged by the constitutionalists when they came to power for the crime of
supporting tyranny and opposing constitutionalism, as is well known. While Tabatabaei did not
support tyranny. Because in many cases, they have faced failure in dealing with practical
limitations. As a result, when a group does not fulfill their lofty aspirations, they either return
halfway or create branches and divisions, pursuing their aspirations with new interpretations
and new religions, as is the case with those who returned from the Iranian constitutional era and
Sheikh Nouri. Justice was one of the main slogans of the Constitutionalists, but the problem
was in the different understanding of the concept of justice, which sometimes led to conflict
among the Constitutionalists. The justice that the clergy spoke of was "class justice™, and the
justice that the intellectuals spoke of was social justice. The interests of the state are completely
different from the interests of the nation, and the interests of the intellectuals are completely
different from the interests of the clergy. The state and the nation, the intellectuals and the
clergy do not have the same goal. Their goals are not only different, but also strongly in conflict
with each other. More or less, this situation is repeated in the Safavid period. Shah Ismail Safavi
is from the family of Safi al-Din Ardebili. The Safavids strengthen Shiism and seek help from
the Shiite clerical power against the Ottoman Caliphate. The Shiite clergy rises in power to the
point where the Qajar kings gradually become a subordinate form of the clerical leadership.
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This is repeatedly seen at critical moments, reaching its ultimate limit in the tobacco embargo
and the clergy's practical interventions with the court, and from that moment on, its decline
begins. The clerical power at this time tries to assert the "veto right" for itself in the Iranian
constitutional system, but in practice, this right loses its practical influence with the erosion of
the power of the clerical leadership and remains as a mere ideal until, in the struggle of the
times, in the year 1357, power is completely regionalized to them.
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