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The main objective of this study is to conduct a futures study on the development of tourism
in Yazd province with an emphasis on developmental drivers. By focusing on identifying and
analyzing future trends, the research aims to provide a comprehensive framework for strategic
decision-makingand effective policy-makingin the tourismsector of this province. This study
is designed with an applied purpose and employs a descriptive-analytical and exploratory
approach. Data collection was carried out through both library research and fieldwork. In the
library section, reputable scientific sources such as books and scholarly articles were used; for
statistical data, approved statistical yearbooks and higher-level documents were consulted; and
in the fieldwork section, aresearcher-designed questionnaire was employed. The scope of the
study is limited to Yazd province. The research population consists of 20 experts and
professorsin the fields of spatial planning and regional planning, who were purposefully
selected. Dataanalysis was performed quantitatively with a futures studies approach, utilizing
MICMAC and Scenario Wizard software. Based on the theories and findings of the present
study, tourism is recognized as one of the key pillars of sustainable development and an
effective driver for the economic and cultural growth of regions. Statistical analyses showthat
Yazd province, benefitingfromrichhistorical, cultural,and natural capacities, has experienced
a significantgrowth trendin attractingtourists despite challenges suchas the COVID-19 crisis.
The continuous development of tourism infrastructure and the identification of key drivers
such as infrastructure, tourism branding, tourist-friendly culture, and information technology
play a crucial role in guiding the sustainable development path of this industry in the province.
The predicted scenarios also emphasize the importance of adopting realistic and sustainable
strategies by policymakers to ensure balanced and continuous development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Yazd Province, as one of the most important
historical and cultural regions of Iran, possesses
unique tourism capacities that can play a key
role in the region’s economic and social
development. Alongside these capacities,
attention to environmental, social, and
economic factors is of great importance for
achieving sustainable tourism development in
the province. Challenges such as climate change
and water resource limitations have asignificant
impact on the trajectory of tourism development
and require innovative solutions and efficient
management strategies. Moreover, the active
participation of local communities and raising
their awareness regarding the importance of
preserving natural and cultural heritage are
among the critical driversthat can pave the way
for balanced and sustainable tourism growth in
Yazd. Given the rapid global transformations,
technological advancements, and evolving
travel patterns, foresight into the future of
tourism development in Yazd Province is
deemed essential. Identifying and analyzing the
key driving forces will provide a clear outlook
on the opportunities and challenges ahead and
serve as a guide for designing effective
strategies to ensure the sustainable utilization of
these capacities. Therefore, the main objective
of this research is to conduct a foresight study
on the development of tourism in Yazd
Province, with an emphasis on developmental
drivers. By focusing on identifying and
analyzing future trends, this study aims to
provide a comprehensive framework for
strategic decision-making and effective policy-
making in the tourism sector of the province.

Methodology

This study is designed with an applied objective
and employs a descriptive-analytical and
exploratory approach. Data collection was
carried out through both library-based and field
methods. In the library section, reliable
academic sources such as books and scientific
articles were used; for statistical data, official
statistical yearbooks and upstream documents
were consulted; and in the field section, a
researcher-made questionnaire was utilized.
The study area is Yazd Province, and the
statistical population consists of 20 experts and

scholars in the fields of land use planning and
regional planning, who were purposefully
selected. Data analysis was conducted
guantitatively, based on a future studies
approach, using MICMAC and Scenario
Wizard software tools.

Results and discussion

Based on the analysis of statistical data and the
results of modeling conducted in this study, it
can be concluded that tourism in Yazd province
has experienced a growing trend in recent years
despite significant fluctuations caused by
external factors such as the COVID-19
pandemic. The increase in the number of
foreign tourists inthe years 2021 and 2022, with
growth rates of 368.79% and 375.47%
respectively, compared to the previous year,
reflects the post-crisis recovery and the high
capacity for rapid rebound. On the other hand,
the gradual and continuous increase in the
number of accommodations, beds, and rooms
from 2018 to 2022 indicates the development of
the physical tourism infrastructure of the
province, which can meet the rising demand of
tourists. Furthermore, by utilizing MICMAC
software analyses and identifying 24 key factors
for tourism development, itwas determined that
seven main factors—tourism infrastructure and
services, tourism branding, tourism-friendly
culture, security and protection of tourists’
rights, development of specialized tourism
educational centers, tourism entrepreneurship
and support for startups, and development of
information and communication technology—
have the greatest impact on Yazd’s tourism
system. The analysis of impact and influence
indicators showed that these variables play a
decisive role in guiding the sustainable
development path of tourism. Subsequently,
using  Scenario Wizard software and
considering three optimistic, moderate, and
pessimistic scenarios, potential futures for
tourism in Yazd province were analyzed. The
third scenario was introduced as the most
realistic and sustainable option that can ensure
balanced and sustainable tourism development
in the province. Ultimately, the combination of
statistical results, driver analysis, and scenario
development demonstrates that achieving
sustainable tourism development in Yazd
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requires policymakers to focus on implementing
realistic strategies based on these key indicators.

Conclusion

Based on the theories and findings of the present
study, tourism is recognized as one of the key
pillars of sustainable development and an
effective driver for the economic and cultural
growth of regions. Statistical analyses indicate
that Yazd province, benefiting from rich
historical, cultural, and natural capacities, has
experienced a significant growth trend in
attracting tourists despite challenges such as the
COVID-19 crisis. The continuous development
of tourism infrastructure and the identification
of key drivers—such as infrastructure, tourism
branding,  tourist-friendly  culture,  and

information technology—play a crucial role in
guiding the sustainable development path of this
industry in the province. The predicted
scenarios also emphasize the importance of
adopting realistic and sustainable strategies by
policymakers to ensure balanced and
continuous development.
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Direct influence graph
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