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From the teachings and advice of the Infallibles to their followers, it is clear that
Shiites have two main duties during the occultation period: First, disbelief in the
tyrant and refusal to turn to the tyrant and consider it forbidden. Second: turning to
Islamic scholars and mujtahids to obtain religion and resolve their conflicts through
their rulings as the deputies of the Imam and their argument against the people. The
result of these two duties was the formation of a meaningful relationship between
the people and the mujtahids and the institution of authority, which could be the
source of great social changes and the cause of great revolutions, as happened
during the Tobacco Movement, the demand for constitutionalism, and the Islamic
Revolution. On the other hand, scholars and religious experts also have a heavy
mission during the occultation of the Imam. In addition to explaining the teachings
and rulings of religion to the people and guiding them to avoid the tyrant and
accompany the general deputies of the Imam, they can lead the social system of
Islam with the power of the people and establish the foundations of Islamic
civilization. The important point is that the formation of the Islamic political system
requires a profound and fundamental transformation in jurisprudence, and that is
the transition from traditional jurisprudence to governmental and system-building
jurisprudence. When we see Imam Khomeini’s lofty view of jurisprudence and the
concept of ijtihad, we understand very well that with this deep understanding of
jurisprudence, he was able to systematize and enter into civilization-building. The
purpose of this article is to answer this fundamental question: What stages and
developments has the theory of the guardianship of the jurist gone through
throughout the history of Shiite political jurisprudence so that it has been able to
act as a revolutionary and formative theory of the political system? This article is
based on a descriptive-analytical method and is compiled within the theoretical
framework of the necessity of the state in Islam.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Discussions related to the guardianship of
the jurist have a very high status in the
history of Shiite jurisprudence because,
based on the theory of guardianship of the
jurist during the great occultation of the
Twelfth Imam, the leadership of the Islamic
social system was entrusted to the fair jurist.
Imam Khomeini, the wise jurist, was able to
realize this theory in a world where
materialistic ideas were dominant, in the
form of an efficient political system.
Although the issue of guardianship of the
jurist has been discussed and contemplated
in  both theological and juristical
discussions, in terms of the position and
impact of the guardianship of the
comprehensive jurist in human life, the
sovereignty of religion in society, the
implementation of Islamic limits, and the
regulation of Islamic rulings, the great
mujtahids of Shiite history have subjected
the issue of guardianship of the jurist to
deep and extensive research. Certainly, the
Islamic nation was not left to its own during
the occultation period, nor was its fate left
to the hands of tyrannical governments.
Islam always has a specific plan for man,
and due to its comprehensive social system,
it emphasizes serious attention to
guaranteeing the implementation of divine
laws and regulations in this social system,
that is, the government and the state. And
many of the laws of Islam are such that they
can only be implemented under the shadow
of the government, and the unwillingness of
the  legislator to  suspend their
implementation is a consensus among
scholars and jurists. "Imam Khomeini says
in his book Velayat al-Fagih: Whoever
states that the formation of an Islamic
government is not necessary has denied the
necessity of implementing the laws of Islam
and has denied the comprehensiveness and
eternity of the revealed religion of Islam."”
Therefore, it is agreed that during the
occultation period, the leadership of the
Islamic social system is the responsibility of
the jurist, who is fully qualified, and the

guardianship is fixed upon him. Although
there have been differences of opinion
regarding the scope of the affairs and the
scope of the authority of the ruling jurist,
they have carefully considered the
following questions: Is the scope of the
authority of the jurist limited or absolute?
And if it is absolute, what does it mean, and
in which affairs does it apply? Is the scope
of the authority of the Wali-e-Faqgih the
same as the authority of the infallibles, or is
it more limited than their authority?

The dimensions of guardianship in the
leadership of the jurist, who is fully
qualified, and the authority of the Islamic
ruler should be discussed in terms of his
duties and responsibilities. The dimensions
of guardianship can be presented in three
axes, which are derived from the duties and
authorities of the Prophet of Islam and the
infallible Imams.

1- Guardianship in issuing fatwas and
explaining the Sharia 2- Guardianship in
judging and resolving disputes  3-
Guardianship in political leadership and
managing society.

Material & Methods

This research is based on the descriptive-
analytical research method and uses the
library method to collect data.

Results and discussion

From the scientific works of Shiite jurists,
especially the works of Imam Khomeini,
the following points can be made about the
powers of the Supreme Leader as a result of
the discussion:

1- The limited powers that the jurist, who is
fully qualified, has to administer the Islamic
community during the occultation period
are called absolute wilayat, which, in the
words of many jurists, is interpreted as
general wilayat.

2- The legislation of these broad powers for
the jurist is in terms of the sovereign status
of jurisprudence. It includes public affairs
and governance of the community, and
these powers do not include the private
sphere of citizens.
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3- Since the administration of the
community in a good way is possible only
through observing the public interests,
another condition of absolute wilayat is the
necessity of observing the public interests.
4- The meaning of the term "wilayah" is not
that it is unconditional, but as mentioned,
absolute wilayah has two important
conditions: "being limited to public affairs"
and "the need to observe public interests."
As a result, absolute wilayah is completely
different from absolute government, which
means an authoritarian government. It is
clear that in the case of conflict between
personal interests and public interests,
public interests will take precedence.

Conclusion

Through in-depth discussions and research,
Shiite mujtahids were able to determine the
evolution of the issue of guardianship of the

jurist and prepare it as a theory of
government and the establishment of a
political system. Imam Khomeini, by
refining the theories of guardianship of the
jurist, was able to present a practical theory
of system-building and put the guardianship
of the jurist system into practice.
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