Journal of Geography and Regional Future Studies
Vol. 3, No. 2, Summer, 2025
Online ISSN: 2981-118X
https://grfs.urmia.ac.ir/

Urmia University

Explaining scenarios for regenerating the historical context of Tabriz City from the
perspective of factors of social innovation realizability

Hamid Ghaffari '@, Ahad Nejad Ebrahimi 2® and Morteza Mirgholami 3

1- PhD Candidate of Islamic Urban Planning, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tabriz Islamic Art University,
Tabriz, Iran.

2- Professor of Architecture Department, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz,
Iran.

3- Professor of Urban Planning Department, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tabriz Islamic Art University,
Tabriz, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Received:
2025/05/06
Accepted:
2025/06/10
pp:

1-15

Keywords:
Scenario Planning,
Urban Regeneration,
Social Innovation,
Historical Context,
Tabriz.

The importance of social innovation as a new approach in the field of theoretical and practical
research for successfully facing various challenges has brought it to the forefront of urban
development. By finding the best ways to solve existing challenges, social innovation can take
an effective step in solving the problems of worn-out urban contexts. In this regard, the most
important goal of this research is to present scenarios for regenerating the historical context of
Tabriz from the perspective of the factors of social innovation realizability. This research is
applied-developmental in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of research
method. Also, library-documentary studies have been used to compile the research literature,
and field studies have been used to evaluate the scope of the research. Based on the results of
the research, four factors: "quality of urban governance", "quality of local economy", "quality
of urban research", and "quality of social relations and power" are the most important factors
of realizability of social innovation in urban regeneration. Also, based on the results obtained
from the MicMac software, two scenarios were developed in the historical context of Tabriz,
Iran: "optimistic and desirable™ and "pessimistic and critical”. In the first scenario, many of the
problems of the historical context of Tabriz have been solved by using the social innovation
approach. Satisfaction and high quality of life are important outputs of this scenario. In the
second scenario, the reuse of old and inefficient approaches to urban regeneration has caused
many of the problems of the historical context to remain unresolved. Dissatisfaction and low
quality of life are outputs of this scenario. Each of the developed scenarios indicates the future
paths for planning and managing the various challenges of the historical context of Tabriz.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Social innovation has become a popular concept
in both science and policy in recent years
(Tschumi & Mayer, 2024, 30). The potential of
social innovation to resolve social and
environmental problems has been widely
celebrated (Hagedoorn et al, 2023, 174). Social
innovation is a new structural solution to social
problems, a solution that produces a social
change in the sense of an improvement in the
existing situation and an increase in the quality
of life for groups of individuals, communities
and society as a whole (Anechitei, 2018, 245).
Bringing people together in formal or informal
networks, including social actors, politicians,
interest groups, NGOs, associations, among
others, social innovation initiatives act to
achieve social, political, institutional, cultural
and economic transformations (Galego et al.,
2021, 268). Previous approaches to urban
regeneration have all been planning responses
of their time to the problems of worn-out urban
contexts, but the relevance and desirability of
these approaches to the needs and problems of
these contexts are questionable nowadays. A
valuable context, such as the historical context
of Tabriz, requires an approach to regeneration
that respects the culture and norms existing in it
while providing creative and new solutions to
reduce the problems of the context. Social
innovation, as a new approach, can play an
important role in this field by finding the best
ways to solve the various challenges of worn-
out urban contexts. In this regard, the most
important goal of this research is to present
scenarios for the regeneration of the historical
context of Tabriz city based on the factors of
social innovation realizability and seeks to
answer the question: What are the influential
factors and indicators for the realization of
social innovation in urban regeneration?

Methodology

The present research is descriptive-analytical in
terms of research method and applied-
developmental in terms of purpose. Data
collection is based on library-documentary
studies and field impressions, that is, library-
documentary studies (including books, articles
and projects related to the research topic) were
used to develop theoretical foundations and

research literature. Moreover, field studies in
the form of observation, interviews and
guestionnaires were used to evaluate the
historical context of Tabriz. The research
process is as follows: in the first step, by
studying and exploring reliable scientific
sources and by creating a precise and complete
perspective resulting from the summary of the
studies conducted, the concepts and explanation
of the factors of the realizability of social
innovation in urban regeneration are regulated.
In the second step, by studying the research
scope and using the results obtained from the
MicMac  software, scenarios for the
regeneration of the historical context of the city
of Tabriz are developed and presented.

Results and discussion

According to the findings, four factors could be
identified in order to realize the social
innovation approach in urban regeneration. The
first factor affecting the realization of social
innovation in urban regeneration is the quality
of urban governance. This factor can play an
important role, given the involvement of various
actors, including the government, citizens, and
civil society organizations, and the emphasis of
this approach on participation. The second
factor is the quality of the local economy. Given
the discussion of issues such as economic
growth and entrepreneurship, the factor of
quality of the local economy can be of great
importance in the realization of social
innovation in urban regeneration. The third
factor is the quality of urban research. Given
that presenting innovative ideas is one of the
main topics of this approach, the quality of
research related to urban issues and problems,
especially problematic urban contexts, can be
effective in the realization of the main goals of
social innovation in urban regeneration. The
fourth factor is the quality of social relations and
power. The quality of social relations in urban
contexts is an important factor in the
participation of residents in solving existing
problems. Moreover, the quality of power
relations in urban and local institutions is an
important factor in the realization of the social
innovation approach in urban regeneration,
since the high-quality of this factor can play a
fundamental role in this regard.
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Conclusion

Social innovation can play an important and
effective role by finding the best ways to solve
the problems of worn-out urban contexts with
the active involvement of residents and various
actors. Urban regeneration in the light of social
innovation can provide a basis for new
initiatives to solve the problems of worn-out
contexts. In this research, scenario planning of
the historical context of Tabriz city was carried
out from the perspective of the factors of social
innovation realizability based on the outputs of
the MicMac software. In the first step, the key
factors of social innovation realizability and the
position of each of them in the graphic diagram
obtained from the MicMac software were
determined. Accordingly, the indicators were
categorized into four groups of bimodal,
influential, independent, and dependent
variables and were used in developing the
scenarios. In the next step, two scenarios,
"optimistic and desirable™ and "pessimistic and
critical”, were developed for the historical
context of Tabriz. In the first scenario, many of
the problems of the historical context of Tabriz
are solved by using the social innovation

approach. Satisfaction and high quality of life
are important outputs of this scenario. In the
second scenario, the reuse of old and inefficient
approaches to urban regeneration has caused
many of the problems of the historical context
to remain unsolved. Dissatisfaction and low
quality of life are outputs of this scenario.
Finally, it can be said that the social innovation
approach to urban regeneration, with projects
that are based on current knowledge and
appropriate to the characteristics and potential
of the target area, and supported by all different
actors and stakeholders, has the potential to play
an effective role in solving the problems of
worn-out urban contexts.
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