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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Atrticle type: The reign of Fath Ali Shah (1250-1212 AH) coincided with scientific and
Research Article industrial developments in the world. Iranian society had not emerged from

its tribal and tribal framework and had not been introduced to new

Received: manifestations, civilizations, and phenomena. It was from the middle of
i(lzcseftle/f F_at_h_AIi_ Shah's reign onwards_ that Irap becam_e acquainted with European
2025/03/30 civilization and culture, and this acquaintance increased through exchanges
pp: with Europeans and neighboring countries. A group of agents, aware of the
95- 112 developments in the West, concluded that the technical and scientific

progress of the Europeans had given them superiority and that Iran would
Keywords: be able to succeed if it undertook reforms. The question is how educational,
Qajar Dynasty, cultural, and social developments during this period contributed to the
Educational, formation of modern Iran and whether this acquaintance was fruitful or not?
Social, The present study seeks to answer this question using an analytical-

Cultural Developments,

oo comparative method. Studies have shown that educational, social, and
Mozaffari Period.

cultural developments during the Qajar period paved the way for national
awakening and ultimately led to the Constitutional Revolution and the
formation of modern Iran. These developments were not only effective in
improving public awareness and knowledge, but also provided the
necessary infrastructure for the country's development in the coming years.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Qajar era marked one of the most
significant periods of transformation in
Iran’s history, profoundly influencing its
educational, cultural, and  social
development. Spanning over a century,
from Fath Ali Shah’s reign (1797-1834) to
Mozaffar al-Din Shah’s rule (1896-1907),
Iran experienced critical shifts that laid the
foundation  for  modernization  and
constitutionalism. The interplay between
traditional Persian institutions and Western
influences sparked a gradual, yet impactful,
evolution in societal structures.

One of the key factors driving these changes
was Iran’s expanding engagement with
European countries through diplomatic
missions, trade relations, and intellectual
exchanges. The introduction of modern
sciences, legal concepts, and governance
principles through these interactions led to
an emerging discourse on reform. While
opposition from traditionalist factions
slowed progress, reform-minded
intellectuals  and  political ~ figures
increasingly advocated for structured
modernization, particularly in education
and governance.

The transformation of Iran’s educational
system was central to its broader socio-
political awakening. Earlier forms of
education were largely limited to Islamic
seminaries  (madrasas), focusing on
religious studies and classical Persian
literature. However, as Western-style
schools and institutions—such as Dar al-
Funun (1851)—began to take root, a new
generation of scientifically trained scholars
and reformists emerged, many of whom
later played a crucial role in shaping Iran’s
constitutional movement.

Culturally, the increased publication and
translation of European texts fostered
intellectual discourse, encouraging debates
on social justice, governance, and economic
development. Newspapers and literary
works introduced ideas of the rule of law,
constitutional governance, and political
representation, providing the Iranian public

with alternative models of statehood and
governance. The intellectual ferment of the
Qajar period thus set the stage for
fundamental political challenges that
culminated in the Constitutional Revolution
of 1906.

This study aims to examine how these
educational, cultural, and social shifts
contributed to the broader process of
national awakening and the eventual
transition to modern Iranian statehood. By
analyzing the trajectories of four key Qajar
rulers and their respective influences on
reforms, this research provides insight into
the incremental but decisive steps that
shaped Iran’s path toward modernization.

Material & Methods

To comprehensively analyze the Qajar-era
transformations, this research employs an
analytical-comparative methodology,
utilizing data collected from historical
records, scholarly articles, and secondary
research. The study examines four pivotal
reigns—Fath Ali Shah, Mohammad Shah
(1834-1848), Naser al-Din Shah (1848-
1896), and Mozaffar al-Din Shah (1896-
1907)—to  assess  their  respective
contributions to modernization efforts and
institutional reforms.

The methodological approach integrates
comparative historical analysis to evaluate
how reform efforts evolved across different
reigns. Particular attention is given to the
development of educational institutions,
cultural shifts, and legislative changes,
alongside Iran’s engagement with European
political philosophies. By analyzing these
factors, the study seeks to determine the
extent to which Western influence and
internal reformist movements shaped Iran’s
modernization trajectory.

Results and discussion

Educational, social, and cultural reforms
during the Qajar period contributed to
public awareness and socio-political
development, despite facing substantial
resistance from conservative factions
within Iranian society. One of the most
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significant ~ advancements was the
establishment of Dar al-Funun (1851)—the
first modern Iranian school—under Naser
al-Din Shah’s rule. This institution played a
crucial role in introducing Western
scientific knowledge and fostering a new
intellectual class that later advocated for
broader political and social reforms.
Beyond education, cultural exposure to
European literature, philosophy, and
governance models encouraged Iranian
thinkers to challenge traditional structures.
The rise of printing presses and the
increasing availability of translated works
further facilitated the spread of modernist
ideologies. Newspapers like "Qanun",
published by Mirza Malkom Khan,
disseminated progressive ideas advocating
constitutional governance and legal
reforms. This intellectual momentum laid
the foundation for reformist movements
that sought to curb the unchecked power of
the monarchy and establish structured
governance.

Socially, the gradual expansion of urban
intellectualism fostered debate on women’s
rights, educational accessibility, and
economic  reform.  While  societal
transformation was uneven, the emergence
of reform-oriented figures and increased
discourse on civil liberties signaled Iran’s
shift toward a more politically aware
population. These transformations
culminated in  widespread  public
dissatisfaction, which intensified toward the
late Qajar era, leading to demands for
constitutionalism and an organized legal
system.

The reign of Mozaffar al-Din Shah
witnessed heightened pressures for political
reform, particularly as Iran faced growing
economic instability and foreign influence.
By the early 20th century, a coalition of
intellectuals, merchants, and political

activists demanded the implementation of a
constitutional  government,  ultimately
succeeding with the drafting of Iran’s first
Constitution in 1906.

Conclusion

While the Qajar-era reforms were gradual
and often constrained by political obstacles,
they undeniably set the foundation for
Iran’s national awakening and
modernization efforts. The increased
exposure to Western ideologies, coupled
with  the establishment of modern
educational institutions, played a pivotal
role in shaping public consciousness and
fostering demands for political and social
reforms.

This study demonstrates that, despite
structural limitations and elite resistance,
reformist currents during the Qajar dynasty
laid essential groundwork for constitutional
governance. The intellectual movements of
the period encouraged a new generation of
political activists, whose efforts ultimately
led to Iran’s Constitutional Revolution.
While modernization was not wholly
realized during this period, its long-term
legacy influenced Iran’s sociopolitical
evolution well into the 20th century.
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