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Cities, as centers of wealth, energy, and technology accumulation, play a key role in the
process of sustainable development. Since cities are the focal points of economic, cultural, and
social activities, proper planning and optimal use of resources can lead to sustainable growth
and enhance the quality of life at the national level. In this regard, development strategies for
cities should be designed in a way that aligns with both today's needs and future visions. The
goal of regional development strategy is to improve the economic, social, cultural, and
environmental conditions of various regions within a country. This strategy is designed to
reduce regional disparities, improve living conditions in less developed areas, and optimize
the use of local resources and competitive advantages of different regions. The objective of
this research is an analytical study of the future of regional development in Makran. The
research method, in terms of purpose, is applied, and in terms of type, is descriptive-analytical,
based on future studies models with documentary and survey synthesis. The future of regional
development in Makran can fall into three scenarios, depending on how resources are
managed, governance, and cooperation between different sectors. Optimistic scenarios can
lead to sustainable growth and development in the region, but in intermediate and pessimistic
scenarios, serious challenges may slow down or even halt the development process. To achieve
a positive and sustainable future, attention to integrated governance, investment in
infrastructure, and effective management of natural resources is of great importance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since the 1990s, Regional Development Strategies
have become widely adopted, particularly in
European Union member states and other emerging
economic regions. Recognizing this policy and
planning model can be considered a small step but a
new path for discussing experience and action in
regional planning. The research problem stems from
the observation that the Makran region is confronted
with a confluence of infrastructural deficits,
educational shortcomings, poverty, and inequality.

The distance from the center can be considered
another factor contributing to the
underdevelopment of the Makran region. This
geographical remoteness from the country's center
translates to isolation from political,
administrative, judicial, and executive decision-
making centers. Furthermore, the limited internal
awareness regarding development initiatives has
exacerbated this issue. One of the most significant
challenges in the development of the Makran coast
is the complex bureaucracy and overlapping
responsibilities among various agencies and
organizations. Each ministry and government
institution has specific responsibilities in this
regard, but weak coordination and a lack of
accountability lead to inefficiencies and delays in
the decision-making and implementation processes
of projects. Another contributing factor to these
failures is the lack of empowerment of responsible
organizations and the insufficient delegation of
authority needed for effective project management.
Some of these organizations may even lack the
technical capacity or financial resources required to
execute programs, leading to internal opposition
and delays in project progress. The central question
is the identification and analysis of regional
development in Makran.

Methodology

This research employs a developmental
methodology, characterized by its objective to
construct a conceptual model for sustainable
regional development within the Makran region.
Furthermore, the study adopts an exploratory
approach to elucidate the complex dynamics
inherent in this development context. A mixed-
methods design, integrating both qualitative and
quantitative data, is utilized. Data collection
instruments included questionnaires, cross-impact
analysis techniques, and software-assisted structural
analysis (Micmac). Subsequently, a pairwise
comparison methodology was implemented via a
questionnaire, facilitating the systematic assessment
of inter-variable relationships

Results and discussion

In this research, the two-stage Delphi method has
been used to identify the primary variables affecting
the sustainable development of the Makran region
after studying the upstream documents in different
areas. For this purpose, 30 provincial experts in
regional and urban planning and development were
used. After selecting the experts, the questionnaire
was prepared in the first round and sent to the
experts; then the second questionnaire was sent by
analyzing the answers taken in the first round and
the revisions made, and finally, through the analysis
of data from the second round, thirty-six variables,
categorized into eight domains, were identified as
initial factors influencing the sustainable regional
development of Makran. The future of regional
development in Makran could unfold in one of three
scenarios, depending on how resources are
managed, governance is implemented, and
collaboration among various sectors is fostered.
Optimistic scenarios may lead to sustainable growth
and development in the region. However, in
intermediate or pessimistic scenarios, significant
challenges could slow down or even halt the
development process. To achieve a positive and
sustainable future, it is crucial to focus on integrated
governance, investment in infrastructure, and
effective  management of natural resources.
Therefore, according to the obtained results, this
group has envisioned a suitable situation for the
future development of the Makran region, and if the
group of desirable scenarios is realized, we will
witness the achievement of comprehensive and all-
round development in the region.

Conclusion

Although Makran may seem like a deprived area
with no attraction or historical background at first
glance, the fact is that this area has an ancient history
and is located on the best ocean coast of the country.
Makran coasts have great value and importance
from the point of view of geopolitical, geoeconomic,
and geostrategic capabilities and functions. With its
geopolitical location, this region has potentially
diverse economic, commercial, transit, industrial,
agricultural, and defense capacities, and most
importantly, due to the accessibility of regional and
international communications, it has power
generation functions in the country. From a
geopolitical point of view, the proximity of the
coasts of Makran to Pakistan and Afghanistan, the
communication capacities of these coasts to the
Indian Ocean, and the possibility of connecting the
countries of Central Asia to the open seas have
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provided a suitable platform for the expansion of
regional and international interactions.

What can be understood from the dispersion of the
variables affecting the development of Makran is the
instability of the system, because most of the
variables are scattered around the diagonal axis of
the matrix, and except for a few limited factors
influencing the system, the rest of the variables have
a relatively similar situation to each other.
According to the unstable distribution of variables
affecting the development of Makran, 4 categories
of variables (bimodal variables, influencing
variables, regulatory variables, independent

variables, and dependent variables) can be
identified.
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