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Contemporary urban planning in many developed cities faces challenges in fostering children's
social development. For the sustainable development of Bandar Abbas, it is crucial to consider
the creation of urban environments that facilitate and encourage children's social interaction.

Received: The child tourist is an inspiration to the world of tourism, a missing link that has received less
2023/10/29 attention. Tourism, by exposing children to experiences beyond their everyday lives, offers
Accepted: significant opportunities for cognitive development, fostering learning and potentially
2024/05/14 exceeding the educational impact of parental guidance. These novel experiences can have
pp: profound and lasting effects on a child's understanding of the world. The purpose of the present
55- 68 study is to evaluate the indicators of tourism development in regional development with an

emphasis on a child-friendly environment, a case study of the city of Bandar Abbas. The
Keywords: research method is descriptive-analytical. The statistical population of this study is 200
Tourism; seventh-grade students (first secondary school in Bandar Abbas), one hundred of whom are
Child-Centered girls and one hundred of whom are boys. For descriptive and inferential analysis of the data,
Tourism; the T-Test statistical test was used in SPSS software. The results of the T-test indicated the
Bandar Abbas; significance of the indicators of fatalism, social trust, and cultural capital in social mobility.
Family; This study's findings indicate a strong correlation between the future of tourism and the well-

Future Studies.

being of future generations, particularly children. Furthermore, the trend toward smaller family
units underscores the increasing importance of addressing children's needs and preferences
within the tourism sector. From the perspective of the statistical population, that is, children,
most of the studied variables are significant. Among the tourist destinations, the sea is the
priority. Tourism in desert areas is lower than the average. Regarding travel vehicles, the
tendency to use buses is not approved, but personal and public vehicles such as trains and
aeroplanes are approved. Regarding the season for traveling, spring is the most popular of all
seasons, however, winter is not very popular. Regarding the safety and security index, having
health services and related equipment and proximity to treatment centers and medical
emergencies was more important than other variables and of great importance for planning
tourist areas.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Children need environments that address, challenge,
and capture their attention. Therefore, to raise a
healthy generation and environmentalists, a
complete picture of the appropriate place for
children must be obtained. Awareness of places that
children do not like or are even afraid of is also
important since child tourism is considered a type of
human development; the role child tourism can play
in the formation of the identity of individuals at this
age should be highlighted. However, tourism studies
have been slow to develop the theory that children
should be used in research related to them as
"competent™ and “"capable” individuals to actively
participate in the future. Child-friendly tourism is
not limited to special services and physical measures
for children. Travel agencies, accommodations, and
food and beverage establishments and institutions
need to develop institutional policies aimed at
protecting children's rights in order to fully accept
and realize the concept of child-friendly tourism
through these policies, including the following
aspects; (1) Protecting the rights of child workers
(child labor according to the law), (2) Protecting
children from violence, (3) Informing employees
and tourists about children's rights, (4) Raising
social awareness, especially about children. They
should respect the opinions, beliefs and thoughts of
children, pay attention to the language they use
when communicating with children, respect
children's privacy, avoid physical contact with them
as long as it is not necessary and do not give gifts,
food and drinks to children without parental
permission. Effective decision-making has been
instrumental in shaping management strategies and
driving company development within the tourism
and hospitality industry. The influence of children
on sustainable leadership is becoming increasingly
important for service industries. However, little
research has been devoted to the role of children in
the sustainability of the tourism industry. Therefore,
we need to examine futures studies in children's
tourism in order to plan properly for children in the
future. Futures studies include a set of efforts that
explore sources, patterns, and factors of change or
stability, visualize potential futures and plan for
them. Therefore, it is better for studies in the field of
children's tourism to be accompanied by the active
participation of children. In this study, we evaluated
the child-friendly environment indicators in four
dimensions: location index, social interaction index,
participation index, and safety and security index,
with an emphasis on natural environments, among a
sample of students in Bandar Abbas city, in order to
help in selecting appropriate tourism locations for

travel agencies, school camps, and families. In
addition, examining children's perspectives on a
child-friendly environment in tourism, while
involving children, can provide an opportunity for
tourism planners to pay attention to children's needs
in tourism, especially in the city of Bandar Abbas,
which has great tourism potential. Therefore, the
main issue of the research is to identify the
importance of each of the four indicators studied
from the perspective of students in Bandar Abbas for
future planning.

Methodology

The present research method is descriptive-
analytical. Data collection was done using field
research and questionnaire tools and its distribution
was done randomly. The information required in the
literature section of the research was collected
through documentary studies and research
background, in this regard, in the first step,
comprehensive information about environmental
indicators was collected from articles and library
documents. Then, in the second step, a researcher-
made questionnaire with four components: location,
social interactions, safety and security, and
participation was used to survey child-friendly
environments from the children's perspective. The
statistical population of this study is 200 seventh-
grade students (first secondary school in Bandar
Abbas), one hundred of whom are girls and one
hundred of whom are boys. For better results,
students from six schools, three male and three
female schools, were used. For descriptive and
inferential analysis of data SPSS software was used.

Results and discussion

The characteristics of the studied community are
descriptively as follows, considering that half of the
questionnaires were distributed between female and
half between male schools, the percentage of each
community is 50%. Considering parental education,
fathers of the family were 44.7% below diploma,
29.3% diploma, 4.7% post-diploma, 14.7%
bachelor's degree, 6% post-diploma and 7%
doctorate. The occupation of the respondents’
fathers was 1.3% employee, 44.7% worker, 20%
freelance, 6.7% unemployed, 27.3% other and also
their mothers were 90% housewife, 1.3% freelance
and 3.3% other occupations. Considering their
education 88.7% had a diploma, and 7% had a
bachelor's degree. The tendency to visit nature
tourism areas was attributed to the sea by 43.5%, the
forest by 25.5%, mountains by 16% and others by
14%.
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Conclusion

For the desirability of the indicators (social
interactions), a one-sample t-test was used.
According to Table 3, we are still faced with three
types of responses statistically. The stated
willingness to travel to nature areas by bus or
minibus is below average. Regarding the preferred
distance between residence and tourist area,
responses are at an average level, indicating a
division among tourists: some prefer greater
distances, while others prefer shorter distances.
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