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Progress has been one of the important aspects in the history of Iran and the
world. To achieve this goal in the contemporary history of Iran, especially
the Qajar era, it is better to examine the development status of Iran in

58‘232'/‘161‘;'2 g comparison with that of developed European countries. The present article
i titled "R_eV|eW|ng_the progress and _development of France fro_m the
2025/01/19 perspective of Qajar travelogues during the 19th century AD "aims to
op: analyze the Iranian Qajar works and provide the answer to the question:
57-72 What was the perception of Qajar Iranians about the development in France

in the 19th century? The present research is written in a descriptive-
Keywords: analytical method drawing on library resources. This research examines the
Progress; progress of France in the 19th century, which coincides with the 13th
Travelogue; century of the lunar calendar, through the lens of the travelogues of the
g;ajf;creéra Qajar era. This century was a period of significant political, social, and

cultural changesin France, including the Industrial Revolution and political
changes between the monarchy and the republic. Iranian travelers and
historians from the Qajar series presented their views on these
developments. This research aims to show how Qajar observers perceive
French modernization in various social affairs. This study shows a mixture
of praise and criticism and provides insights into the dynamics of cultural
exchange and the ideals of Iranian elites for reform. As a result, it can be
said that Qajar Iranians paid attention only to French military progress
before the constitutional revolution and social and cultural issues at the
threshold of that revolution. Iranian elites' familiarity with France's
development progressed from the beginning of the Qajar era as the
constitutional era approached.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The 19th century shows a deep
transformation in  global geopolitics,
especially in Europe and the Middle East.
France, under successive regimes from the
Great Revolution of 1789 onwards,
emerged as an important player in shaping
the political and cultural landscape of the
modern world. These developments in
Qajar Iran were also not without attention.
The Qajar dynasty was going through the
process of political centralization and
interaction with the European powers of
that time. This article deals with the
development of France from the lens of
Qajar travelogues, which is an important
and yet often neglected point of view in
world history studies. Qajar travelers
closely observed France's advances in
science, governance, cultural and social
affairs and oftencompared it with their own
country. Using first-hand Persian sources of
the Qajar era, this article seeks to
reconstruct how to understand and analyze
the progress of France from the perspective
of Iranians as residents of a developing
country. The present research s
descriptive-analytical and draws on library
resources to answer the question: What was
Qajar lranians' perception of progress in
France in the 19th century? As mentioned,
this research uses first-hand Persian sources
to investigate the development of France
from the perspective of Qajar Iranians.
Although Western sources such as
Spielvogel, Philip Adler, and others have
already examined the progress of France in
the 19th century, this study presents a
mixture of praise and criticism and offers
insights into the dynamics of cultural
exchange and the ideals of Iranian elites for
reform. As a result, it can be said that Qajar
Iranians paid attention only to the French
military progress before the constitutional
revolution and social and cultural issues on
the threshold of that revolution. The Iranian
elites' familiarity with France's
development from the beginning of the

Qajar era, made significant progress with
the approach of the constitutional era.

Material & Methods

The present research is descriptive-
analytical and draws on the collection of
library sources. Qajar travelogues have
been used as first-hand sources, and the
works of Adler and Spielvogel have been
used as well to examine the advances of
France during the 19th century.

Results and discussion

Asa result, it can be said that Qajar Iranians
paid attention only to the French military
progress  before the  constitutional
revolution and social and cultural issues on
the threshold of that revolution. The Iranian
elites' familiarity with the development and
progress of France from the beginning of
the Qajar era, with the approach of the
constitutional era, made significant
progress.

Conclusion

The current research entitled "Reviewing
the progress and development of France
from the perspective of Qajar travelogues
during the 19th century" tried to analyze the
Persian sources of the Qajar era to answer
the question: What was the perception of
Qajar Iranians about development in France
in the 19th century?. The 19th century was
a period of transformation for France,
characterized by industrial, political, and
social developments. Examining this period
through the lens of Qajar travelogues gives
a unique perspective of the progress of
France and its global influence. These
Persian sources serve as valuable records of
cross-cultural observations. Itis clear from
these reports that France's advances in
infrastructure, science, education, and
governance are highlighted as defining
features of its  progress.  These
developments emphasized the role of
France as a beacon of modernity and an
inspiration for reformist thinking in Iran.
Historiographic sources also emphasize the
central role of France in the formation of
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modern political ideologies  and
international diplomacy. Enlightenment
ideals and revolutionary legacies that
permeated France in the 19th century
strongly resonated among Qajar reformist
intellectuals. In conclusion, the progress of
France in this century, as seen through the
travelogues reveals not only the
achievements of this country but also its
complexities. This double point of view
based on praise and criticism emphasizes
the role of intercultural encounters and
provides a way for intellectual evolution
from that era. In general, it should be noted
that Qajar Iranians paid attentiononly to the
French military progress before the
constitutional revolution, and on the
threshold of that revolution to social and
cultural issues. The Iranian elites'
familiarity with the development of France
from the beginning of the Qajar era, with

the approach of the constitutional era, made
significant progress. By studying these
narratives, today'sresearchers gain a deeper
insight into the continuity of global
modernization processes and the mutual
effects of Europe and Iran.
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