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Examining the attitude of the Pahlavi dynasty to foreign policy and
international relations and its application in this field in political, economic
and cultural dimensions requires historical explanation. The Pahlavi
dynasty has been the subject of contradictory and different analyses in this
dimension. The Pahlavi dynasty was established under various internal and
external conditions and factors. The most important external force
influential in the emergence of the Pahlavi dynasty was the British
government, however, during his reign, Reza Shah endeavored to shed the
perception of being a British puppet. Reza Shah tried to develop political
relations with Western countries and established commercial, political and
scientific relations with the governments of France, Germany, Switzerland,
Austria and Eastern Europe in the form of sending students to acquire new
sciences and techniques. Although British officers in Iran played an
important role in Reza Shah's rise to power, he never sent a student to
England during his reign. During his reign, especially during World War 11,
Reza Shah went to the Allied front, where Hitler was the leader of Germany.
British disapproval of Reza Shah's support for Germany led to Allied
diplomatic intervention. Consequently, Reza Shah withdrew logistical and
intelligence assistance from the German government. Finally, Iran was
occupied by the Allied forces. Reza Shah was removed from power. The
present study attempts to historically examine and explain Reza Shah's
approach to international relations, including with the British government.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The first Pahlavi period faced ups and
downs in terms of foreign policy. In the
very early days after the coup of March
1299, he took steps to reduce the influence
of Britain and the Soviet Union as two
interventionist powers in lran. These
measures included the cancellation of the
1919 treaty and the conclusion of an
agreement with the Soviet Union. Britain's
role in the coup of March 1299 caused Reza
Khan, in the positions of commander of the
armed forces, the Ministry of War, the
Prime Minister, and the king, to always
attempt to diminish and weaken Britain's
role in domestic affairs. There were
important and challenging issues between
Iran and Britain over oil, the Persian Gulf
and its ports, and Bahrain. Britain was eager
not to lose political influence and control
over oil fields and to maintain its colonies
in the Middle East and Asia. During his
reign, Reza Shah tried to reduce Iran's
political and economic dependence on
foreigners, including Britain, but he
approached a third power in foreign policy
called Germany and established extensive
political and economic relations with the
Government of Nazi Germany. Iran's trade
exchanges with the German government
during the Pahlavi era increased to more
than 41%. In terms of sending students to
Europe, he removed England from the list
of countries to send them, and they were
sent to France, Switzerland, Austria, and
Eastern Europe. The present study attempts
to examine the principles of foreign policy
during the Pahlavi era and to analyze the
approach of Reza Shah's government
towards Britain in political, economic, and
scientific dimensions from the perspective
of Mohammad Ali Homa Katouzian. It
answers the following questions: 1- Why
did Nazi Germany become a significant
factor in Reza Shah's foreign policy And 2-
What was the completely different
approach to, and downplaying of, the
British Empire in the Reza Shah's
government's foreign policy?

Methodology

The present research is based on studies and
documentation of historical sources and
studies. After arranging the documentation
in a systematic and structured manner, the
author has analyzed and explained the
history and the international relations of
Reza Shah's government from the
perspective of Katouzian, one of the
contemporary historians of Iran.

Results and discussion

In his writings, Katouzian has addressed the
foreign policy of the Reza Shah era and has
revealed important points in this regard. Oil
disputes with Britain, sending students to
Europe and excluding Britain from
scientific relations, disputes over southern
ports and the Persian Gulf, and the Bahrain
issue were among the main challenges of
the Reza Shah's government with Britain.
Changes in foreign policy and the
establishment of friendly relations with
other European countries, especially Nazi
Germany led by Hitler, were among the
main points of the program in the foreign
policy independent of political and
economic influence.

Conclusion

The relations of Reza Shah's government
with Germany, in order to weaken the
position of Britain, caused the government
of Nazi Germany to provide numerous
assistances in economic, construction,
financial and industrial projects to the
government of Iran and neighboring
countries in order to weaken the role of
Britain as a rival power in the Middle East.
The largest volume of Iranian trade was
with the German government. In 1926, the
first group of sixty people on government
scholarships were sent to European
countries - especially France, Belgium and
Germany - to study in scientific, technical
and other fields. The exclusion of England
had considerable political significance.
During the entire reign of Reza Shah, not a
single government scholarship was sent to
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England, and not a single English expert or
company was invited to participate in
government projects. However, it can be
said that at the end of Reza Shah's reign,
Iran was still economically dependent, as a
result of these reforms, the nature of this
dependence had changed significantly: oil
had been added as a major export product to
agricultural goods; England was no longer
Iran's main trading partner. However,
despite efforts to exclude Britain from the
foreign policy principles of Reza Shah's
government, the outbreak of World War 11
and Reza Shah's support for Germany led to
the Allied invasion of Iran and the
occupation of Iran by Soviet and British

forces, causing Reza Shah to fall from
power.
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