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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: Science and religion and their relationship are significant and novel topics
Research Avrticle in philosophy and theology, which, according to a famous classification that
) is agreed upon by many scholars, can be classified into four categories:
Received: conflict, distinction, interaction, and unity. As scientific advancements
i%igéﬁ? began to challenge 'ghe literal interpretatiqns of the Bib_le and_Torah,
2024/12/21 scholgrs and theologians sought to reconu!e these seemingly disparate
op: domains of_knowledg_e._Some expressed the view that we should correct our
28- 46 understanding of religion and the Holy Bible, or that the universe has
proven things that cannot be refuted, so what we understand from the Holy
Keywords: Bible is not correct. This theory appeared in various ways and forms, and
The  evolution of eventually, its wave reached other regions and religions, including Islamic
knowledge; countries, and Muslim intellectuals. The theory of theoretical contraction
Religious Knowledge;  and expansion of Sharia, a prominent concept within Islamic epistemology,

Mostafa Malekian;
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Abdullah Javadi Amoli.

posits that religious knowledge, like any other form of human knowledge,
is inherently dynamic and subject to ongoing refinement. This theory
asserts that as human understanding of the world evolves and new
knowledge emerges, religious interpretations must adapt accordingly,
undergoing periods of both contraction (re-evaluation of existing doctrines)
and expansion (incorporation of new insights). However, this theory was
criticized by many religious thinkers. Therefore, this article undertakes a
critical evaluation of certain criticisms leveled against Mustafa Malekian
and Abdullah Javadi Amoli's theory of contraction and expansion of Sharia,
examining these critiques through the lens of Abdul Karim Soroush's
philosophical framework.
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Extended Abstract

Abdul Karim Soroush, a religious
intellectual and innovator, discusses the
importance of the issue of contraction and
expansion at the beginning of his book,
Theoretical Confinement and Expansion of
Sharia. Because he believes that talking
about the revival of religion is not exclusive
to the field of Islamic da'wah and the idea
of reform has existed since ancient times.
Contemporary religious reformers exhibit a
distinct approach compared to their
predecessors.  While earlier reform
movements, often driven by a perceived
misappropriation of religion by dogmatic
authorities, sought to liberate religious
discourse from the constraints of rigid
orthodoxy, contemporary  reformers
prioritize the preservation and transmission
of authentic religious values within the
evolving complexities of the modern world.
Their focus lies in navigating the challenges
of modernity while safeguarding the core
tenets. He attributes the formation and
emergence of this theory to several Ijtihads
that emerged in Shiite societies and caused
them to boast. Then, he considers this
theory to be the same as what most religious
reformers used to reconcile eternity and
change, to separate fixed and variable
matters, to transform jurisprudence and to
build a new theology. The correct statement
from Soroush's point of view is that as long
as someone does not differentiate between
religion and human understanding, he
cannot answer some of the questions that
have arisen in Shiite and non-Shiite
societies. Regarding Maliki theory, he
contends that it exhibits both strengths and
significant weaknesses. Consequently, he
argues against a wholesale acceptance or
rejection of the theory, instead advocating
for a more nuanced and critical evaluation
of its individual components. The question
arises as to why and how human
understandings of religion differ and
become different. The theory of Contract
and Expansion seeks to answer this
question: but in our opinion, this answer is

not complete. In fact, the secret of the
difference between various understandings
of religion has not yet been fully clarified
and specified and is shrouded in ambiguity
(Malekian, 1997: 1). This theory can be
examined in three stages:

A) Report or explanation of the theory; in
this stage, the theory itself is presented and
expressed in a systematic and logical
manner, and the statement, purpose, and
goal of this theory are stated.

B) Extracting the logical implications of the
theory; In this stage, matters that are not
raised in the theory are stated; whatever is
written in the book of Contract and
Expansion is not all that this theory can say.
C) Criticism of the theory; In this stage, the
strengths and weaknesses of this theory are
stated along with its implications
(Malekian, 1997: 1).

In his critique of Soroush's theory of
contraction and expansion, Javadi Amoli
believes that by proving stability for some
sciences, the existence of the unseen world
is also proven. He considers change
permissible only in the field of some
subjects and instances of religious rulings.
He says that Soroush or any other
epistemologist who denies the existence of
the unseen world cannot even consider
stability for religious knowledge and
considers it to be in motion, change, and
evolution.

The research method in this study is
hermeneutic and based on interpretation,
including authorial belief, text-oriented and
interpretive. This study mainly relies on
primary sources, including the published
works of Abdul Karim Soroush, to
investigate  his  perspectives on the
relationship between science and religion.
The research also incorporates a critical
analysis of the scholarly discourse
surrounding this topic, examining the
evaluations and critiques offered by other
prominent thinkers. The methodology
employed is qualitative in nature, utilizing
library research and a card-indexing system
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to collect and analyze data, with a particular
focus on identifying cause-and-effect
relationships.

Malekian says that this theory has many
strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, it can
neither be accepted nor can it be rejected
completely. As it is clear, Malekian neither
completely agrees with his theory nor
opposes it. Malekian has taken some minor
problems with his theory and says that
Soroush does not consider religion to be a
fixed matter, because he considers religion
to mean the Book and the Sunnah, and since
these two are based on the science of Rijal
and the science of Usul, they are human
knowledge, so religion and Sharia also
change according to these two. Malekian's
words, in this case, are correct because
these two sciences are human sciences and
change, but this does not mean that these
two sciences change the essence and root of
religion and Sharia and cause its
destruction, but rather, as Soroush says,
they clarify our understanding and
comprehension of religion.

Regarding the theory of Contraction and
Expansion, Amoli states that various
religions and sects are the result of a fixed
and unified nature, and also that the idea of
various changes in the branches of religion,
sects, and traditions is due to the talent and
merit of the saints, and if there is any
change, it is in minor matters, and the way
to obtain and understand the rulings of
changing matters is through constant effort
and ijtihad in the Sharia. He says that by
proving the stability of some sciences, the
existence of the unseen world is also
proven, and he also believes that sensory
and hypothetical knowledge is always
changing and evolving. He acknowledges
that while the subject matter of scientific
inquiry — the natural world — is constantly
evolving, the fundamental principles and
methodologies of science remain relatively
constant. In his view, it is our understanding
of the world, and not the underlying
scientific  principles themselves, that
undergoes  significant transformations.
Soroush also holds the same opinion that

science is constant and only our
understanding undergoes contraction and
expansion, and our discussion is about
better understanding. Amoli agrees with
Soroush on this matter to a very small
extent. Regarding the relativity of
understanding and change in religious
knowledge, Amoli says that if we assume
that the Sharia is fixed and our
understanding of the Sharia is changing,
then the issues that claim to be fixed and
permanent are doomed to destruction and
annihilation. However, Soroush says that
the change in our understanding only means
that we understand them better and the
Sharia remains fixed as before. Here
Amoli's words conflict because in previous
articles he had said that he agreed with
Soroush and that only our understanding
undergoes change, but now he says that
fixed matters also change and are destroyed,
as he says that if understanding is fluid and
variable, then fixed matters also change. In
his criticism of Soroush, he says that
religion is fixed and religious knowledge is
variable and the reason is that religious
knowledge is human understanding and this
(human understanding) is always in motion,
change, and evolution. It should be
understood that this judgment of his is also
subject to decline and change. That is, he
cannot make such a judgment absolutely
and decisively because it is possible that his
understanding may also change and evolve
as a result of the development of other
human knowledge, and at that time he will
order both to remain constant or to change
(it seems that the way Amoli criticizes
Soroush and says that if human
understanding changes, then Soroush's
words will also change is a relative and
skeptical judgment because Soroush says
that human understanding of things changes
in every era and our understanding of it
increases. Therefore, he rejects Soroush's
words in this way because with Amoli's
interpretation, everything is in doubt and no
matter or word in the world can be trusted).
Amoli says that if a theologian and
epistemologist considers existence as a
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changing set, he can never believe in a fixed
religion (the argument is that things are
fixed and the Sharia is fixed, but our
understanding changes, meaning that God,
Quran, the Book, and the Sunnah are the
same, but with the change of this existence
and things, our understanding also changes
and cannot remain fixed as before. Religion
Is the same religion, but our understanding
of a series of religious issues changes. We
even read in the Quran that every prophet
spoke about the understanding and
comprehension of each human being in
every era so that they could better
understand those matters). Regarding the
issue of the relative and contemporary
nature of understanding, Amoli states that
knowledge and awareness of the Prophet's
tradition did not exist with us at that time,
meaning that we had knowledge of that
tradition at that time. However, in this
present time, we do not have this awareness.
That is, the truth of human knowledge and

understanding is circular in its being and
non-being and is not relative or
contemporary. Therefore, as he says, we
can say that if we did not have that
information at that time and now we do,
then our understanding of those matters was
limited, but now it has changed and we
understand it better.
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